
27 February 2017 Price $9.95

GROWER
AUSTRALIAN

CA
N

E
China investigates sugar imports  -  Japan Consul-General visits Qld farm

Report 
warns of 
electricity 
tariff pain 
for growers

Political 
pressure 
grows 
over 2017 
contracts

Turnbull 
Government 
will not 
support a 
tax on sugar

THE OFFICIAL MAGAZINE FOR AUSTRALIA'S SUGARCANE INDUSTRY

USING NATURAL 
REMEDIES TO 
IMPROVE SOIL 
HEALTH



  

QLD & NT:                         Marty Limmer    0427 433 400
South East QLD & Northern NSW:     Phil Myers   0417 319 321
VIC & SA:            Trevor Telford    0427 433 478
NSW:                              Bill Pocklington  0427 433 473
WA:                                Justin Fisher    0467 504 452

HOE INTO THE SAVINGS!  
ONLY 1.5%p.a

with deferred loan repayments via PFG Credit starting July 2017* 

· Equipment ordered by 30th March 2017. Minimum 10% Deposit.  Delivery by 30th April 2017. GST component repaid back into the loan after 3 months. 
Structured loan repayments from July to December over 3 years maximum

Finance Package is applicable to all Howard and Maschio Rotary Hoes.
 
*To approved ABN applicants only. PFG Credit is a division of De Lage Landen Pty Limited ABN 20 101 692 040.
Note: Orders placed after 30/03/2017 can obtain a finance package at 3.99%p.a. for the same loan structure.

TM

199 Australis Drive, Derrimut VIC 3030    
P:   03 8353 3600   F:   03 8353 3699

W:   www.howard-australia.com    
        www.maschiogaspardo.com.au 
E:    info@pfgaustralia.com

- AH Series available in 2.5m 3m 

& 3.5m for tractors up to 200HP

- CH Series available from  4.7m 

to 6.2m

Introducing the new 
Maschio G series Hoes.

- New drive train for 3m & 3.5m

- New underbody anitclogging device.

- 330RPM as STD

- Available in 4.2m with dual drive transmission

PANTERA 470C 
FOLDING HOE
• 4.7m Pantera with cage roller

• 380hp oil cooled gearbox

• 2.63m transport width.

• Duo cone seals.

• Gear lateral drives in oil bath.

• High clearance between rotor and top of cover.



27 February 2017  •  Australian Canegrower    1  

Features

4	 Chinese imports of sugar under investigation

6	 Anger and action at contract delays

10	 Regional consultation helps shape SRA new strategic plan

11	 No support for sugar tax

14	 Using natural remedies to improve soil health

21	 Cane growers' hearts in the right place

CONTENTS
27 February 2017

04

11

20

14

10

06

Editor: Wayne Griffin

Design, subscriptions and classifieds:  
Jacqui Segond

Articles appearing in Australian Canegrower do 
not necessarily represent the policies or views of 
CANEGROWERS

Published every second Monday by 
CANEGROWERS

Level 6, 100 Edward Street, Brisbane,  
Queensland Australia
ABN 94 089 992 969  
Postal Address: GPO Box 1032, Brisbane, 
Queensland 4001 Australia
Telephone: 07 3864 6444; Fax: 07 3864 6429
Email: info@CANEGROWERS.com.au
Website: www.CANEGROWERS.com.au
CANEGROWERS/Members Card Hotline 1800 177 159

AUSTRALIAN CANEGROWER ISSN 157-3039
Volume 39 Number 04
Printed by Screen Offset Printing
202 Robinson Road, Geebung, QLD, 4034

Subscriptions
Yearly subscriptions for 25 issues (postage included)
Within Australia	 $160 inc GST
Overseas (AUD)	 $220

COVER IMAGE:  Burdekin grower Gary Spotswood is one of an increasing number of innovative 
growers harnessing mother nature to improve soil health.

Also inside:

  2	 CEO’s comment
  4	 News in brief
  8	 Policy update
12	 QSL report
22	 Classifieds
24	 Rainfall report

  

QLD & NT:                         Marty Limmer    0427 433 400
South East QLD & Northern NSW:     Phil Myers   0417 319 321
VIC & SA:            Trevor Telford    0427 433 478
NSW:                              Bill Pocklington  0427 433 473
WA:                                Justin Fisher    0467 504 452

HOE INTO THE SAVINGS!  
ONLY 1.5%p.a

with deferred loan repayments via PFG Credit starting July 2017* 

· Equipment ordered by 30th March 2017. Minimum 10% Deposit.  Delivery by 30th April 2017. GST component repaid back into the loan after 3 months. 
Structured loan repayments from July to December over 3 years maximum

Finance Package is applicable to all Howard and Maschio Rotary Hoes.
 
*To approved ABN applicants only. PFG Credit is a division of De Lage Landen Pty Limited ABN 20 101 692 040.
Note: Orders placed after 30/03/2017 can obtain a finance package at 3.99%p.a. for the same loan structure.

TM

199 Australis Drive, Derrimut VIC 3030    
P:   03 8353 3600   F:   03 8353 3699

W:   www.howard-australia.com    
        www.maschiogaspardo.com.au 
E:    info@pfgaustralia.com

- AH Series available in 2.5m 3m 

& 3.5m for tractors up to 200HP

- CH Series available from  4.7m 

to 6.2m

Introducing the new 
Maschio G series Hoes.

- New drive train for 3m & 3.5m

- New underbody anitclogging device.

- 330RPM as STD

- Available in 4.2m with dual drive transmission

PANTERA 470C 
FOLDING HOE
• 4.7m Pantera with cage roller

• 380hp oil cooled gearbox

• 2.63m transport width.

• Duo cone seals.

• Gear lateral drives in oil bath.

• High clearance between rotor and top of cover.



2   Australian Canegrower • 27 February 2017

industry news 

Events of the past three weeks should 
give all cane growers in Queensland 
pause for thought, as they closely 
examine the public policy statements by 
our political leaders.

Many politicians have been making 
moves, as they seek to intervene to break 
the deadlock in On-Supply Agreement 
negotiations between Wilmar and QSL.  

The highest profile and strongest 
intervention has been from both the 
Federal and State members of the Liberal 
National Party, who have shown a 
commitment to understanding the issue 
and following up with some courageous 
solutions.  

On exactly the other end of the 
spectrum, I was flabbergasted to see 
the public statements from Premier 
Anastacia Palaszczuk in response to the 
LNP proposal of a further legislative 
amendment.  

Let’s be absolutely clear, 
CANEGROWERS fully understands 
the State Labor Party’s position on the 
marketing dispute. 

What is equally clear is that they do 
not understand and seem unwilling to 
understand our position.  

Indeed, the Premier was at pains in a 
media statement recently to simply 
repeat the comments of the Sugar 
Milling Council, and, in doing so, paint 
a fundamentally negative image of our 
industry and its future.  

A shamefully one-sided and narrow view.  

Then, to make matters worse, in a 
response to a question put to her in 
Parliament requesting that she outline 
her understanding of the dispute, the 
Premier was left befuddled.  

CANEGROWERS has gone and will 
continue to go to great lengths to 

act in a bi-partisan way and rebuild a 
line of communication with the State 
Government / Labor Party, as I think is 
our duty to members.  

But as in any relationship, we expect that 
our members and their issues should be 
treated with respect and equal diligence 
by anyone we engage with.  

Governing for “all” Queenslanders was 
not an attribute on display in State 
Parliament.

The Wilmar marketing dispute is not 
the only issue we are dealing with as an 
industry.  

Oppressively dry conditions in the south, 
pivotal announcements around national 
electricity policy and the ever-present 
environmental debate and impending 
discussion paper on reef regulations are 
also firmly on our agenda.  

No one issue can dictate our strategies or 
dominate our relationships. 

For all issues, our measure of respect 
and success will be clear evidence 
of engaged, informed and proactive 
decision makers.  

Room for improvement abounds! 

There is politics and there is respect – 
surely both are achievable!

“We expect that 
our members and 
their issues should 
be treated with 
respect”

By Dan Galligan, CEO CANEGROWERS

A couple of weeks ago, I wrote in this column about the feeling 
of building momentum and political manoeuvring ahead of 
an impending Queensland state election. It was commentary 
then, it is reality now!
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Diplomat wields cane knife in Mackay 

NEWS IN BRIEF
Chinese imports of sugar under investigation

The group from China’s Ministries of 
Commerce, Finance, Agriculture and 
Customs is investigating the impact on 
their domestic industry of an alleged 
surge in imports of sugar.

CANEGROWERS Head-Economics 
Warren Males, on behalf of the Australian 
Sugar Industry Alliance, outlined the 
scale of production in Australia and the 
structure of the industry.

He explained that domestic industry 
problems in China were not caused by 
imports but rather the growth in imports 
was a reflection of structural difficulties 
within the Chinese industry and strong 
demand for sugar from refineries as a 
result of shortfall in domestic production.

Chinese authorities are considering the 
introduction of a short-term safeguard 
mechanism which could affect trade. The 
Australian perspective is that this is not 
an appropriate solution in an environment 
where demand and the volume of imports 
is expected to continue to increase. 

This image is part of a presentation made earlier this month to a 
visiting government delegation from the Republic of China.

Aussie sugar industry snapshot
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CANEGROWERS hosted the visit by the 
Brisbane-based Hidehiro Hosaka and his 
Vice-Consul Katsuhiko Akaizawa.

Their mission is to create better 
understanding and promote the 
development of ties between Japan 
and Australia.

During the visit to Mackay they toured 
Tony Ross’s farm to learn about modern 
cane growing methods and Greg Plath 
demonstrated old style cane cutting.

The Consul-General of Japan 
tried hand-cutting sugarcane 
when he visited the Mackay 
region recently.

Pictured (above): Consul-General of Japan, Hidehiro Hosaka (centre) learning some new skills in a Mackay 
cane paddock with (L-R) the Vice-Consul Katsuhiko Akaizawa, grower Greg Plath, CANEGROWERS Head-
Economics Warren Males and grower Tony Ross.
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Growers from the Burdekin, 
Tableland, Central and Southern 
districts travelled to Brisbane 
for the public launch of a 
CANEGROWERS commissioned 
report which sounds a warning 
on Ergon plans for future 
network tariffs.
The launch was also attended by 
politicians from the Liberal National 
Party, Katters’ Australian Party and One 
Nation, representatives from Queensland 
Treasury and the Department of Energy 
and Water Supply, along with farming 
organisations and the National Irrigators’ 
Council.

The report, completed by the Sapere 
Research Group, examines two proposals 
put forward by Ergon which are soon to 
be the subject of a final determination by 
the Australian Energy Regulator (AER):

“Ergon is apparently trying to avert a 
hefty network expansion bill with these 
penalising tariffs which aim to reduce 
electricity usage,” CANEGROWER CEO 
Dan Galligan told journalists covering 
the launch. 

“But expansion isn’t needed because 
Ergon’s own data shows there is a lot of 
spare capacity in the network."

Ergon’s 2016 Distribution Annual 
Planning Report shows that 98% 
of the low voltage network has 
enough spare capacity to meet all 
forecast peak demand growth for the 
foreseeable future.

The CANEGROWERS-Sapere report 
found the network congestion data 
used by Ergon in its tariff proposal 
overstates congestion by a factor of 
approximately 375. 

The scale of the pricing distortion at $1.8 
billion over five years.

"Expansion isn’t 
needed because 
Ergon’s own data 
shows there is a lot of 
spare capacity in the 
network."

“This situation facing regional 
Queenslanders getting their power from 
Ergon is not a one-off,” Mr Galligan said. 

“The same flawed approaches have also 
been applied to Energex and in other 
parts of the National Electricity Market.  

“In the view of Sapere and 
CANEGROWERS, Ergon’s network tariff 
statement breaks national electricity 
rules and the AER should reject it. 

“CANEGROWERS calls Ergon to 
re-submit a proposal that contains 
fair pricing which does not put an 
unnecessary cost burden on Queensland 
energy users.”

Summer peak (energy and demand) 
tariffs would apply hefty penalty rates 
to businesses using a lot of power 
during weekday business hours and for 
residential customers using a lot of power 
during afternoons and early evening, 
every day of the week. 

Under inclining block tariffs, rates go up 
in three steps as usage increases. These 
do not reflect network supply costs but 
instead unfairly penalise above average 
users of electricity and reward lower than 
average users. 

The full CANEGROWERS-Sapere 
report, Errors in Australian Energy 
Regulator’s Draft Decision on Ergon 
Energy’s 2016 Tariff Structure Statement, 
can be downloaded here: http://files.
canegrowers.com.au/queensland/web-
CANEGROWERS-Sapere-Report-Launch-
document.pdf

Pictured (above) Simon Orme, Sapere Research 
Group, CANEGROWERS Policy Council member 

Rajinder Singh and CANEGROWERS Head-
Economics Warren Males at the launch.  

Report sounds warning on future network tariffs

The visit was an opportunity for 
CANEGROWERS to brief Mr Hosaka 
and Mr Akaizawa on the 50-year trading 
relationship between the two countries.

They also discussed the importance 
of the Japan Australia Economic 
Partnership Agreement including some 
technical issues which need to be 
resolved to encourage more efficient 
exports of sugar from the Queensland 
industry.

The group visited the Mackay bulk 
sugar terminal where they inspected 
Queensland’s world-class raw 
sugar quality sampling and testing 
procedures.  
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Pictured (left): CANEGROWERS has 
taken its message about the urgency 

of finalising Cane Supply Agreements 
in the Wilmar Sugar milling districts 

into city cafes and offices via an 
eye-catching advertisement in 

Queensland’s statewide newspaper, 
The Courier-Mail.

The advertisement featured the 
faces of members who are affected 
to bring home to readers who may 

have heard about the dispute in the 
media that it is about real people, 

and families, and the future of 
their livelihoods. 

Call to action in The Courier-Mail

ANGER and ACTION 
at contract 
delays...

“If these things are not resolved 

we retain all options at a federal 

level,” Deputy Prime Minister Barnaby 

Joyce told growers. “This issue is 

going to be resolved ... I’ve got the 

firepower on my side to deal with it. 

The smartest thing for Wilmar is to 

resolve this as soon as possible,”

Barnaby Joyce, Deputy PM.

Growers in the Herbert River, Burdekin, Proserpine and Plane 
Creek  district, backed by CANEGROWERS , have grabbed every 
opportunity to demand action.

As we count down to the start of the 2017 crush, Wilmar and 
QSL continue to meet but are yet to reach the crucial On-Supply 
Agreement which will facilitate grower marketing choice and 
enable the CSAs to be finalised.

The Queensland Liberal National Party Opposition is poised 
to introduce further amendments to the Sugar Industry Act 
into State Parliament. These amendments will provide for an 
arbitration mechanism, as already exists for CSAs, to break a 
deadlock in negotiations.

At the Australian Government level, there is a renewed push for a sugar 
industry code of conduct.

Deputy Prime Minister and Federal Agriculture Minister Barnaby Joyce left 
the door open for further Federal Government involvement.

The urgent plight of Queensland cane growers 
waiting for fair, grower choice Cane Supply 
Agreements with Wilmar Sugar for the 2017 season 
has hit both the national political agenda and 
media headlines.
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UNITED BURDEKIN RALLY 
Burdekin growers united in protest, driving 

in a bumper to bumper convoy through the 
region to rally with signs demanding an 

end to the impasse.

CANEGROWERS Burdekin Chairman 
Phil Marano said the level of 
frustration was such that at a time 
when sugar prices were high, people 

were looking at alternative crops.

“We’ve had enough, we need action,” 
he said.  “Wilmar’s only interest is in 

stripping as much revenue from growers 
as they can. I’ve never seen this much worry 

towards a miller ever.”

Pictured (left): Deputy PM Barnaby Joyce 
talks to growers Sam Blanco, 

Angelo Girgenti and Ross Blanco 
(partly obscured) with 

Mario Cuzzubbo and Frank and 
Michael Russo looking on.

GROWERS MEET MPS IN 
INGHAM AND AYR

Growers and their families met in huge numbers 
with federal and state politicians to leave them in 

no doubt about the level of anger and stress in the 
Wilmar Sugar milling districts over the delays to fair, commercial agreements for the 

2017 season.

CANEGROWERS members from the Plane Creek and Proserpine regions travelled hundreds 
of kilometres to join their Burdekin and Herbert River colleagues.

At times heated and emotional, the meetings heard commitments that the Queensland Opposition 
Leader Tim Nicholls MP and Shadow Agriculture Minister and Member for Burdekin Dale Last 

would move to quickly introduce amendments to the Sugar Industry Act to State Parliament in a bid 
to break the QSL-Wilmar impasse.

Mr Nicholls told growers that the issue should be resolved by negotiation. “But when people can’t act 
like grown-ups the government has to step in and take the lead,” he said.

Federal Member for Dawson George Christensen told the gatherings he is continuing to push his 
colleagues in government for an industry code of conduct.

CANEGROWERS Herbert River Chairman Michael Pisano said growers had been negotiating since 
2014 and the uncertainty was taking its toll.

“We are not wanting to lock Wilmar out of having growers choose Wilmar but in the same respect we 
want growers to be able to choose QSL or other competition,” he said. “We are after competition in 
the marketing arena.” 

Pictured (above): Deputy 
PM Barnaby Joyce with 

Mayor Ramon Jayo talking 
to growers in Ingham.

Pictured (right):  Jim 
Richards, Don Viero 

and Mark Castelanello 
demanding action.

“We’ve had enough, 
we need action.” 

Phil Marano

“We are after 
competition in the 
marketing arena.” 

Michael Pisano
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Policy Update
Economics with Warren MalesEnvironment with Matt Kealley Industry with Burn Ashburner

Chemicals in your shed
Do you use Shirtan®?  Work is 
continuing around the Minamata 
Convention on Mercury and the 
possible phase-out of this fungincide. 
CANEGROWERS has been seeking 
feedback from industry for a submission 
due 17 March. A list of alternatives to 
treat pineapple disease is on the SRA 
website www.sugarresearch.com.au

Warning – science content!
One of my favourite TV shows is 
Mythbusters, which runs experiments 
to either bust or confirm urban myths 
sent in by the audience. In the cane 
industry two current sceince projects 
could do this.

The 2017 Scientific Consensus 
Statement is bringing together the vast 
amounts of scientific work on the Great 
Barrier Reef and factors affecting its 
health. 

It will hopefully bust a few myths and 
identify the science giving greater 
insight into the impacts of dissolved 
inorganic nitrogen, gully erosion and 
Crown of Thorns starfish. 

The NESP Tropical Water Quality 
Hub Project 25 is a grower-designed 
project that monitors water quality in 
catchments to find likely hotspots of 
pollution and then work on solutions. 

The strategy of small-scale monitoring, 
real time data and collaboration 
between growers and researchers is 
promising. 

Growers have often said to me, “If there 
is a problem on my farm, I 

want to know so I can fix 
it!”  This project allows 
that to happen and the 
myths may be busted.  

Enhanced Crop Insurance 
Investigations
CANEGROWERS is involved in a project, 
run by QFF through the Drought and 
Climate Adaptation program, aimed at 
producing enhanced multi-peril crop 
insurance systems. 

Research has been designed to provide 
clear recommendations to agricultural 
industries, the insurance industry and 
government on how a more liquid 
and viable market for agricultural 
insurance products can be established 
and maintained. Currently the project 
involves the sugarcane and cotton 
industries, with CANEGROWERS pro-
viding significant info and feedback on 
the type, frequency and severity of risks. 

The research will involve: 
1. A focused review of current and 

potential data sources and models 
needed to facilitate the development 
of affordable and effective re/
insurance products; 

2.	Unravelling long-term climate data, 
their patterns and their mechanistic 
causes – linkage to crop modelling 
over the long-term.

3.	Working with insurance industry 
leaders to investigate products that 
could be developed based on improved 
data and modelling and considering 
affordability and market liquidity; 

4.	Consultation with insurance 
companies, ag organisations, 
governments and other key 
stakeholders to ‘test out’ potential 
insurance product innovations and 

determine the willingness 
of growers to pay the 
expected premiums; 

5. Discussions with the 
farm finance sector to 
understand how risk 

management 
tools 
(insurance) 
will affect 
risk profiling 
on rural 
lending. 

ACCC pre-decision conference
CANEGROWERS participated in an 
Australian Competition and Consumer 
Commission pre-decision conference 
in relation to our application for 
CANEGROWERS companies to be 
authorised to negotiate terms and 
conditions on behalf of present and 
future members with mills, marketing 
and associated entities. The application 
is to ensure collective bargaining can 
occur without a risk of breaching the 
Competition and Consumer Act 2010.

ASA Trade Committee
A Chinese investigation team has 
visited Australia to verify information 
provided by the Australian Sugar 
industry Alliance that any increase in 
imports of raw sugar from Australia 
has been gradual and progressive in 
response to demand and has not caused 
or threatened serious injury to the 
Chinese industry. We are working with 
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade 
and colleagues in Brazil to coordinate 
a response should the team make an 
adverse finding and move to implement 
sugar safeguards.

Marketing
CANEGROWERS will work with the 
Liberal National Party and others to 
ensure the LNP proposed mechanism 
to resolve the impasse in On-Supply 
Agreement negotiations between 
Wilmar and QSL is as efficient and 
effective as possible. 

Electricity 
The CANEGROWERS-
Sapere report (pg 5) 
that found Ergon’s 
Tariff Structure 
Statement is not 
cost reflective or 
backed by evidence 
will be the basis of 
CANEGROWERS 
submission to the 
Finkel independent 
review of the 
electricity 	
system. 
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Have you heard the latest intel?
We’ve set the bar even higher.

•	 Provides up to 3 years protection against 
greyback, negatoria, consobrina and 
Bundaberg canegrub damage in sugarcane.

•	 Provides up to 4 years protection against 
Childers and southern one-year canegrub 
damage in sugarcane. 

•	 Controlled release of active, imidacloprid, 
resulting in the most prolonged control of 
target pests in sugarcane on the market.
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REGIONAL CONSULTATION 
helps shape new SRA strategic plan

By Leigh Clement, Executive Manager, Investor Relations

As part of that process, we have held regional consultation 
sessions to hear directly from growers, millers and other 
stakeholders about the requirements, opportunities, and 
challenges facing the entire industry and also their local region. 
These consultation sessions were held in seven locations across 
the industry.

SRA thanks all those who attended and provided their feedback. 

There were some common themes that emerged from the 
consultation sessions, particularly around issues such as 
soil health, extension and adoption of research information, 
varieties, productivity, improving communication and 
engagement, farming practices, knowledge and capability, and 
pests and diseases.

There was also strong discussion around harvesting, product 
diversification, industry image, milling, technology, and some 
constitutional issues.

It was clear that there are some important emerging research 
needs for the industry, with soil health being one of the most 
commonly discussed items. Following on from that, it is also 
clear that SRA needs to continue to improve the way we 
communicate with growers and how we facilitate the adoption 
of new technology by sugarcane growers and millers.

There was also an eagerness to understand more about SRA’s 
funding process for research, and some constitutional issues 
regarding commercialisation and intellectual property. 

As a research organisation, it is important that SRA continues to 
be in touch with new innovations and technologies, and it is also 

absolutely vital that we are in touch with the grass-roots needs 
of our investors, which is why these consultation sessions were 
so important.

The feedback from these meetings will be discussed at a 
meeting of SRA delegates at the end of February, and also by 
the SRA Board. This will then follow through to the development 
of SRA’s next five-year strategic plan for 2017/18 to 2021/22.

Once that plan is developed, SRA investors and industry 
stakeholders will be able to hear more about it via the regular 
SRA e-newsletter. You can also contact the local SRA Adoption 
Officer in your local region, whose contact details are available 
on the SRA website, www.sugarresearch.com.au.

For those who were unable to attend the meetings, there is an 
online survey available on the SRA website, or you can contact 
me directly on lclement@sugarresearch.com.au or  
(07) 3331 3329. 

The development of the plan is just the start of the process. The 
conversation will continue regularly as issues arise and priorities 
change, and SRA is committed to continuing to respond to the 
needs of our investors. 

SRA is in the process of developing a new five-year strategic plan, which will guide the future 
direction of SRA’s investment in research, development and adoption activities for the Australian 
sugarcane industry.

Attendees at the Tully regional forum. Attendees at the Gordonvale regional forum.

Consultation sessions were held in seven 
locations across the industry. SRA thanks all 
those who attended and provided their feedback. 



27 February 2017  •  Australian Canegrower    11  

industry news

Money Matters
with AustSafe Super

ROUND UP YOUR SUPER  
AND REAP THE BENEFITS
If you’ve had more than one job, it’s likely you 
have more than one super account. Multiple 
super accounts means multiple fees, so it 
makes sense to have all your super in the one 
place. 

Combining your super enables you to better 
track and manage the growth of your super and 
most importantly, it may make a big difference 
to your balance.

It’s not just other super accounts you could 
round up and contribute to your overall balance. 
The Australian Taxation Office (ATO) holds more 
than $14 billion in lost super.* 

Lost super is money the ATO collects if a super 
fund can’t reach you because you’ve moved 
house or changed names. Although your lost 
super won’t incur fees, it also won’t continue to 
earn you returns as it’s not invested.

Why round up your super?
• Pay one set of fees and grow your super 
faster.
• Keep track of your super.
• Have more control over how it’s invested.

How to round up your super
There are a number of ways you can track 
down your super accounts and find lost super. 
If you’re an AustSafe Super member we offer 
a search and combine tool. With a few simple 
clicks you can find and consolidate all of 
your super into the one account. Simply visit 
austsafe.com.au/findmysuper to start the quick 
and easy search.

Alternatively you can also utilise the ATO 
website to locate and combine your super. Go 
to ato.gov.au and take control of your super 
today. 

Spending a few minutes now rounding up 
your super, could really assist in reaching your 
retirement dreams.

AustSafe Super is the industry super fund 
for rural and regional Australia, and has 
been committed to looking after members’ 
super throughout their working life, and into 
retirement for over 25 years.

* As at 30 June 2016.

Federal Minister for Health and Sport 
Greg Hunt has said the Turnbull 
Government will not support a tax on 
sugar as part of its ongoing campaign 
to tackle the challenge of obesity.

Echoing industry sentiment, Mr 
Hunt said a tax that drives up the 
cost of family grocery bills is not an 
appropriate way to encourage all 
Australians to live healthy lives. 

“Obesity and poor diets are complex 
public health issues with multiple 
contributing factors, requiring a 
community-wide approach as well as 
behaviour change by individuals. We 
do not support a new tax on sugar to 
address this issue,” the Minister said. 

“We don't believe increasing the family 
grocery bill at the supermarket is the 
answer to this challenge.

“Fresh fruit and vegetables are already 
effectively discounted as they do not 
have a GST applied.

“Whereas the GST is added to the cost 
of items such as chips, lollies, sugary 
drinks, confectionery, snacks, ice-
cream and biscuits.

“We’re committed to tackling obesity, 
but increasing the family’s weekly shop 
at the supermarket isn’t the answer.”

Opposition leader Bill Shorten also 
ruled out Labor support for a sugar tax, 
saying, “We don't have any plans for a 
sugar tax”.

Meanwhile, outspoken Senators 
Pauline Hanson and Derryn Hinch 
rejected calls for such a tax, saying it 
would be unfair and unworkable.

'It's about time people took respon-
sibility for their own actions and what 
they put in their mouth,' Senator 
Hanson told Network Seven. 

Earlier this month, the Prime Minister 
flagged a new focus on preventive 
health that will give people the tools 
and information to live active and 
healthy lives.

The Federal Government also launched 
phase two of its $7 million Girls 
Make Your Move campaign, aimed at 
increasing physical activity for girls and 
young women. This is now being rolled 
out across Australia.

“Our $160 million Sporting Schools 
program is getting kids involved in 
physical activity,” Minister Hunt said. 

"Already around 6,000 schools across 
the country have been involved – with 
many more to come.

“Our Health Star Rating system helps 
people to make healthier choices 
when choosing packaged foods at the 
supermarket and encourages the food 
industry to reformulate their products 
to be healthier.

“The Healthy Weight Guide website 
provides useful advice including 
tips and tools to encourage physical 
activity and healthy eating to achieve 
and maintain a healthy weight.

“The Healthy Food Partnership with 
the food industry and public health 
groups is increasing people’s health 
knowledge and is supporting them to 
make healthier food and drink choices 
in order to achieve better health 
outcomes."

“Obesity and poor 
diets are complex 
public health issue 
with multiple 
contributing 
factors, requiring 
a community-
wide approach as 
well as behaviour 
change by 
individuals. We do 
not support a new 
tax on sugar to 
address this issue."

NO SUPPORT FOR SUGAR TAX
Labor joins the Turnbull Government and crossbench 
Senators in ruling out a sugar tax. 



12   Australian Canegrower • 27 February 2017

Sign up for market updateS and QSL newS at www.qsl.com.au

DUBAI CONFERENCE OFFERS MARKET INSIGHTS
By Dougall Lodge, QSL General Manager Trading and Risk

Sometime around February 
every year, representatives 
from the global sugar industry 
and its extended value chain 
of international producers, 
millers, refiners, traders, end 
users and service partners head 
to Dubai for the annual sugar 
conference.
This year’s event was the largest so far, 
with around 750 representatives all on 
hand to join conference sessions, hold 
meetings, and gain an insight into the 
key trends that look set to influence the 
sugar market for the year to come. 

QSL Treasury Manager Matt Page and 
I returned from this year’s conference 
with some great insights and inputs 
from some of our global partners for 
creating value through pricing and 
physical trading for our 2016 and 2017 
pools. 

We’ve come back with confirmation 
of our market view that there could be 
some further upside opportunity in the 
next few months, but that in the future 
the return to a potential surplus in 
supply could weigh on prices. 

In contrast to the 2016 conference, the 
trade representatives present were quite 
split on their outlook for 2017. 

The potential timing and scale of India’s 
imminent import requirements and the 
knock-on effect to various trade flow 
estimates, as well as the buying on 
the sugar futures markets, dominated 
many of the discussions but there 
were also some other really interesting 
observations shared. 

Here’s what we considered to be the key 
takeaways and how they could impact 
the direction for sugar market prices in 
2017 and beyond. 

1. REFINED SUGAR DEFICIT 
A white sugar deficit is likely to continue 
in the near term and through to year-
end 2017. Smuggling into China is not 
expected to slow anytime soon with 
expected MOFCOM (Chinese Ministry 
of Commerce) announcement for a 
tariff increase likely to mean that the 
market for smuggled white sugar will be 
even more attractive and that any India 
requirements are likely being in white 
form. 

2. THE BEET IS BACK
European sugar beet is back for 
2017/18 and will be a major feature of 
the market in the future. Sudzucker, 
the large German-based producer of 
around 5 million metric tonnes (mt) of 
sugar across nine countries, briefed 
conference delegates on how they have 
been investing and improving their 
efficiencies in the field, factory and 
supply chain over the past 10 years. 

European beet is now the highest 
yielding sugar output per hectare in the 
world compared to all cane producers 
and other beet markets. 

Other major European-based producers, 
like Tereos, have also been gearing up 
for the extra production, and in some 
cases have put in place trading teams 
across the world, including Asia, to 
handle their anticipated growth in 
export volumes. 

Eastern Europe, Russia, Poland and 
Ukraine have also been increasing their 
production. 

These beet producers do not focus 
too much on the white premium over 
raw sugar, like the refiners that QSL 
and other raw sugar marketers sell to, 
and we’ve already seen a deterioration 
of the white premium levels in 2016 
and 2017 delivery periods of around 
$100 per tonne to a lower level of 
around $70 per tonne for 2018 delivery 
periods in anticipation of the new sugar 
availability. Could this go even lower?

3. THAIS ON THE RISE
There was a much larger representation 
of Thai millers at this years’ conference 
than in the past, with Thailand’s 2016/17 
raw sugar production potentially higher 
than expected.

 We heard that the low-end estimates of 
near 90 million mt of cane are now back 
up towards 95 million mt, with some 
analysts even calling it to be back above 
100 million mt. The harvest is very much 
underway with near perfect crushing 
conditions, so we’ll be watching this one 
closely. Any extra sugar will weigh on 
MAR18 and MAY18 contracts. 

4. STRONG BRAZIL ESTIMATE
Brazil may have more sugar production 
than expected. We’ve heard some 
indications that 2016/17 may wind up 
more than 36 million mt vs 35.5 million 
mt. While this increase may not sound 
like much, the additional sugar will 
overhang the March delivery period 
and could plug the intercrop shortfall. 
Crystallization capacity has been 
expanded for 2017/18. 

5. BUYING AHEAD
It feels a little like 2016 déjà vu, with the 
funds seeming to be bullish and itching 
to jump in buying again and the trade 
still have to buy.
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QSL: WORKING FOR YOU

DISCLAIMER:  This report contains information of a general 
or summary nature. While all care is taken in the preparation 
of this report, the reliability, accuracy or completeness of the 
information provided in the document is not guaranteed. The 
update on marketing and pricing activity does not constitute 
financial product or investment advice. QSL does not accept 
any responsibility to any person for the decisions and actions 
taken by that person with respect to any of the information 
contained in this report.

 After a good year in 2016 beating the sugar 
trade, the speculators may try to double up 
again in 2017. 

The actual commercial sugar trade is still 
net short. Producers like Brazil and Thailand 
have largely sold already but the buyers 
who use the sugar have not yet bought and 
still have to come to the market.

Despite the expectation of potential 
additional sugar requirements as outlined 
for Europe, Brazil and Thailand, the futures 
market has already begun to price this in. 

The commercial sugar buyers still have to 
buy futures in MAR17, MAY17 and JUL17 to 
match their needs. 

Any bullish news like India’s needs and the 
ongoing massive Chinese requirements 
could continue to fuel a resurgence of 
speculator buying and flush out some 
more end-user and refinery-related 
buying activity. 

We heard some people in the trade are 
expecting up to 25 c/lb, and on the higher 
end even up to 28 c/lb. 

MARKETING CHOICE
A lot of the old friends of the Queensland 
sugar industry were also very interested 
and happy to hear of the developments 
and progress on the Marketing Choice 
legislation with MSF Sugar and Tully Sugar 
during 2016, but shared our frustration at 
the late timings of any resolution still not 
being reached with Wilmar and its impact 
on growers not being able to price with 
QSL yet. 

There was also much widespread relief 
shared with us when they heard about 
QSL’s ongoing management role for the 
STL terminals. 

DECLARATION DATE EXTENDED 
FOR WILMAR GROWERS 

While 28 February has traditionally been the annual 
pricing Declaration Date for growers using QSL, Wilmar 
growers remain unable to submit marketing or pricing 
nominations to QSL for the coming season as there is no 
OSA in place with Wilmar. 

As a result, QSL’s traditional 28 February Declaration 
Date will be extended for Wilmar growers this year.  
As soon as QSL secures an OSA with Wilmar, we intend to release details 
of the new marketing and pricing nomination dates that will apply 
specifically for Wilmar growers. 

These new dates will provide Wilmar growers with adequate time to fully 
consider and submit their pricing options under new Marketing Choice 
arrangements.

INTERIM PRICING – WILMAR GROWERS
Wilmar has not discussed its interim pricing arrangements with QSL and 
so we are unable to provide any information beyond that publicly available 
regarding the implications for growers who choose to pursue this option 
with Wilmar.

However, we continue to have grave concerns for growers who would 
enter into this agreement without full information regarding the potential 
costs associated with novating any pricing undertaken. 

While QSL would do its best to accept novations of forward pricing from 
Wilmar growers in such an agreement, it can only do so when there is an 
OSA to transition the pricing to.

There may also be costs associated with these kinds of transfers, which 
the relevant grower could be wholly liable for (these costs would vary on a 
case-by-case basis). Pricing may also need to be in an appropriate pricing 
ratio format to minimise any potential costs.

We strongly urge any Wilmar growers considering interim pricing options 
to make sure they understand the terms of any such agreement, the costs 
involved, and what it locks them into. 
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USING NATURAL 
REMEDIES TO 
IMPROVE SOIL 
HEALTH
By Wayne Griffin 

Pictured: Burdekin grower Gary Spotswood with son Daniel,18, who is completing an 
on-farm apprenticeship as part of his Cert 3 in Ag. (Above) Gary uses mixed fallow 
crops of sun hemp, sunflower, sorghum and dolichos bean. Opposite page: (Top) Feed 
stock used for mixed follow; (Bottom) In addition to bio-fertilisers, beneficial fungi are 
harvested from the farm and grown in drums before being returned to the soil.

Burdekin cane, cattle and mixed crop farmer 
Gary Spotswood is one of an increasing number 
of innovative growers harnessing mother nature 
to improve soil health and boost enviromental 
outcomes.

When third generation Burdekin grower 
Gary Spotswood decided to give organic 
farming a go, it was mainly a commercial 
exercise.

A contact in the Melbourne vegetable 
market, coupled with a chance to save 
on input costs, convinced Gary to try his 
hand at chemical-free horticulture.

However, as he delved deeper and 
deeper into the world of organics, Gary 
discovered his attitude to farming and 
land management undergoing a change.

“I didn’t see it coming when I started out, 
but since I’ve gotten into the organics I’ve 
realised that we’re looking at things the 
wrong way," Gary said.

"We've got to start looking after our soil – 
it doesn't matter what crop we’re growing 
– look at the soil first and get that right, 
use that as your starting point."

Today, Gary uses a mix of home-brewed 
biological fertilisers, mixed-crop fallows, 
and his certified organic cattle to improve 
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soil quality on his 450 hectare property 
at the base of Mt Alma, 15 minutes south 
of Home Hill.

"We've got about 100-130 ha of cane and 
20 ha of horticulture - mainly zucchini, 
chilli, pumpkin and some watermelon, 
as well as some leafies like spring onion, 
parsley and beetroot," Gary said.

"Most of the veggies go south to the 
markets, with some ending up in the 
supermarkets, but we also home deliver 
fresh fruit and veggies boxes locally 
under the name Mt Alma Fresh Organics.

"All of the veggies are completely 
organic and we also have about 20 ha of 
organic cane, although that's because 
the land was certified, not because we 
particularly wanted organic cane."

Gary's 200 head of cattle have proved 
to be an integral part of the farm's soil 
health system, not only munching fallow 
crops and returning nutrients to the soil, 
but also providing the base ingredients to 
produce the bio-fertilisers.

"Everyone wants to grow crop after crop, 
after crop, to get a monetary return, 
but we need to have that sacrificial crop 
every year or  two," Gary said.

Instead of just ploughing those fallow 
crops back into the ground as many 
growers do, Gary uses his cattle as 100% 
natural mulching machines.

“Originally the cattle were just a sideline, 
they'd graze on the areas that we weren’t 
farming on, but these days we look at 
them a bit differently, they’re my tools 
that come in and do the mulching. 

"We're growing multi-species fallow 
crops - sun hemp, sunflower, sorghum, 
dolichos bean – a variety of food, not just 
for the cattle, but for the soil. 

"And we’re getting value on both ends 
– the cattle are eating this great mix, 
putting on kilos, but they're also working 
as a mulcher putting nutrients back into 
the soil.

Continues page 16...
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"You might think there’s nothing left 
behind, but they’re putting all that urine 
and manure back into that paddock. 
And all that grass and food won’t be 
fully digested either, a lot of it will pass 
straight through them and be put back 
into the soil."

Once or twice a year Gary kills a cow and 
uses the contents of its gut as a starter 
for his bio-fertiliser brew.

"We take all that biology in the gut, all 
those microbes, and use them to make a 
batch of organic bio-fertiliser, much like 
the way you would brew beer using yeast 
and sugar.

"We feed the microbes what they like to 
eat and they multiply, then we put all that 
beneficial biology back into the soil."

While Gary still uses commercial 
fertilisers on most of his cane, the 
addition of bio-fertilisers has allowed him 
to significantly reduce nitrogen inputs.

"I’ve reduced my nitrogen by 30 or 40 
units, just as a trial, and so far the results 
have been impressive. Last year’s crop 
yielded the same as the previous year, 
before we reduced the N."

In fact, Gary has been so impressed with 
his experience of organic farming that he 
would encourage other growers to give 
it a go.

"Obviously every farm is different and 
what works on one farm might not work 
on another, but overall I've found the 
whole experience to be positive," he said.

"There's probably not much benefit in 
growing organic cane at the minute, as 
the mills won't accept it as organic, but 
putting good soil health practices into 
action will be beneficial to any farm, no 
matter what crop you're growing.

"Also, with organic farming you can't 
just go for the easy fix. If you're having 
problems with yield or pests or whatever, 
you can’t just go to town and buy a spray 
or a fertiliser, because you’ll lose your 
certification.

"You have to identify the problem then 
work out a solution. Sometimes that just 
means you have to suck it and see, and 
learn from your mistakes. 

"But for me that puts a bit of the interest 
back into farming."

Pictured: Gary is participating in a 
NQ Dry Tropics project to regenerate 
wetlands in the Burdekin Delta.
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"In just a couple of  
years we've seen 
a really positive 
change and it just 
keeps improving. 
The whole project 
has really opened 
my eyes to the 
possibilities 
and I'm already 
starting to think 
about what we 
can do next." 

WETLAND REGENERATION

It's not only the health of his soil that 
Gary is committed to improving. He is 
also participating in a NQ Dry Tropics 
project to regenerate wetlands in the 
Burdekin Delta.

With 100 ha of salt marsh and wetlands 
on his property, Gary has witnessed 
firsthand the changing face of the delta 
environment over the last 30 years.

"Years ago these wetlands would com-
pletely dry down during the dry period, 
that was their natural state," Gary said. 

"Then when the wet season came they'd 
fill up and the fish and birds would 
return.

"But what 's happened over the years 
is, due to the increase in irrigated 
agriculture, seepage through channel 
systems and tailwater from drains has 
led to the wetlands being wet all year 
round, and not having a chance to dry 
down at all.

"This basically turned it from a natural 
salt marsh into a fresh water lagoon and 

led to aquatic weeds completely choking 
out the system. 

"The number of wading birds was 
dropping, as were fish numbers, but at 
the same time pests like feral pig and 
coots were thriving and were then going 
into the surrounding paddocks and 
damaging the cane."

As part of the regeneration project, 
Gary installed a recycle pump, which 
redistributes water from an irrigation 
spillway before it enters the lagoon.

This has allowed the wetlands to 
naturally dry down, resulting in a 
significant die-back of Typha and other 
invasive weeds and has also seen a 
resurgence in bird and fish numbers.

He's also dredging invasive water 
hyacinth, which are clogging up 
creeks and drains on the property, and 
composting them to use on crops. 

 "In just a couple of  years we've seen a 
really positive change and it just keeps 
improving. The whole project has really 
opened my eyes to the possibilities and 
I'm already starting to think about what 
we can do next." 
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www.smartcane.com.au

Driven by growers. 
Used by growers. 
Owned by growers

Get recognised for the smart 
farming practices you’re 
already doing!

Take the self assessment 
now, and in less than 2 hours 
see where you stand.

What are you waiting for? Go 
to www.smartcane.com.au 
and sign up now for FREE.

BMP Half page.indd   2 21/08/2014   2:59:37 PM

suSCon maxi Intel update
Supplied by Crop Care

Autumn planting provides cane 
growers with an invaluable 
opportunity to simplify canegrub 
control and management for 
several years of the crop cycle.
Applying controlled-release suSCon maxi 
Intel granules to the plant crop provides 
protection against greyback, negatoria, 
consobrina and Bundaberg canegrub 
damage for three years; and Childers and 
southern one-year canegrub damage for 
four years. 

Crop Care’s continued research with SRA 
is investigating the potential for even 
longer protection, with positive results 
from recent trials. 

The Australian Pesticide and Veterinary 
Medicines Authority has recently 
conducted an overview of issues 
relating to honeybee health in Australia, 
with a particular focus on the use of 
neonicotinoid insecticides, including 

imidacloprid – the most widely used 
insecticide for cane grub control, 
contained in controlled-release suSCon 
maxi Intel granules. 

The report suggests that Australian 
honeybee populations are not in decline, 
despite the increased use of this group 
of insecticides in agriculture and 
horticulture since the mid-1990s. 

While bees and insects are not 
considered pollinators of sugarcane, 
it would significantly impact the cane 
industry if imidacloprid was lost due to 
bee issues on other crops or for other 
reasons.

Crop Care will keep a close watch on the 
APVMA’s assessment on honeybee and 
insect pollinator health and will update 
the industry if any new information on 
imidacloprid comes to hand.

Crop Care marketing manager Chris 
Ramsey said as an Australian company, 
Crop Care promoted the careful use of 
all crop-protection products, including 
insecticides such as imidacloprid – which 
it produces in both controlled-release-
granular and liquid forms.

He said a two-year study in the Burdekin 
and Herbert regions (2013-15) had 
provided important information about 
retaining imidacloprid in the soil for 
effective grub control, and minimising 
losses from cane fields.
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MORE CANE
MORE SUGAR
MORE PROFIT

ClearStart 15KZ+N can also be applied at similar rates through micro-irrigation to trees, vines
and vegetables. 
NOTE: Side dress with extra Nitrogen and Potassium as normal after full emergence.
USE OF FERTILIZERS WITH INOCULANT CAN IMPEDE 
NODULATION AND IT IS NOT RECOMMENDED.

CAUTION
Harmful if swallowed. Always wear protective clothing and goggles.Wash thoroughly with soap and water after 
handling. EYES: Hold eyes open and wash with water continuously for at least 15 minutes. Seek medical attention.
SKIN: Remove all contaminated clothing and wash affected area with plenty of soap and water. IF SWALLOWED 
DO NOT INDUCE VOMITING. Give plenty of water and seek immediate medical attention.

DIRECTIONS FOR USE
In Furrow/Irrigation

CROP                                      RATES            COMMENTS
Winter Crops: Wheat, Barley,  12.5-20 litres   
Oats, Chickpeas, Faba           per hectare      
Beans and Canola                                           Apply with sufficient water  to create a
Summer Crops: Sorghum,      12.5-15 litres   continuous band in the furrow
Sunflowers, Corn, Soybeans   per hectare      
Cotton Crops                           10.0-30 litres
                                                per hectare
Vegetable Crops                      15-40 litres      Can be applied at seeding or transplant
                                                per hectare      stages. Apply in multiple applications or
                                                                        as required troughout the crop.
Trees and Vines                      25-50 litres      Apply in multiple applications or as
                                                per hectare      required throughout the crop
                                                10-30 litres      In furrow with billets at planting where available
                                                      per hectare        phosohorus (Colwell soil test) indicates 50-150ppm)
Sugar Cane                                 31-50 litres      In furrow with billets at planting where available
                                                      per hectare        phosphorus (Colwell soil test) indicates 15-49ppm
                                                      51-80 litres      Use these higher rates where available
                                                      per hectare        phosphorus (Colwell soil test) indicates 5-15ppm
Should be applied through Stream Jets or as a very course spray over the Sugarcane row after
cutting once re-growth is seen, as a replacement for granular fertilizer (rates above apply)

Always flush the system with fresh water immediately following use.
Foliar Applications

All Broadacre crops above      5-15 litres        Apply from 4 to 6 true leaves 
                                                per hectare      onwards
All Vegetable Crops                5-8 litres          Apply from 4 to 6 true leaves
                                                per hectare      onwards
Sugar Cane                             10-25 litres      Spray where granular fetilizer has been
                                                per hectare      used already and a top up is required

CLEARSTART 15KZ+N                                                                         
                              ANALYSIS                      W/V
                              NITROGEN                      8%
                              PHOSPHORUS               15.4%
                              POTASSIUM                    5%
                              CALCIUM                         1.8%
                              ZINC                                 0.7%
                              COBALT                           0.05%
                              MOLYBDENUM               0.05%

CLEARSTART 15KZ+N is a unique Stoller formulation derived from MAP, 
Phosphoric Acid, Potassium, Zinc Oxide, Cobalt & Molybdenum.

PRODUCT CONTAINS                            41% W/W WATER
TOTAL SOLIDS                                        59% W/W
GENERAL INFORMATION
• STOLLER’S CLEARSTART 15KZ+N is used as an in-furrow liquid injection 
fertiliser and can be used as a replacement for dry forms of starter fertiliser.

• CLEARSTART can be safely placed directly onto the seed in the furrow.
• Do not mix with alkaline products.
• It is always recommended to conduct a jar test or consult Stoller before 
mixing with other products such as insecticides.

• CLEARSTART may be mixed with Stoller’s ACTION 5 in furrow.
• CLEARSTART may be mixed with Stoller Cropping Zinc if additional zinc is required.
MIXING INSTRUCTION
• CLEARSTART is a total solution and needs minimal mixing.
• It is important that sufficient water is added to ensure that a continuous band of liquid is
achieved in the seed furrow. 50 litres per hectare is normal, but higher rates can be used.

STORE IN A COOL PLACE OUT OF DIRECT SUNLIGHT
CAUTION: Consult Stoller Australia or a Stoller Agronomist before mixing
with insecticides or other products. 

Batch No:

Stoller’s
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STOLLER AUSTRALIA PTY. LTD.
A.C.N. 065 320 747

P O Box 2534
Regency Park
South Australia 5942

Phone (08) 82449588
Fax (08) 82449222

www.stoller.com.au

MADE IN AUSTRALIA
CONTENTS  20  200 800  1000  LITRES

CONDITIONS OF SALE
1. Seller warrants that this product consists of the ingredients specified and is reasonably fit for the purpose stated on
this label when used in accordance with directions under normal conditions of use. No one, other than an officer of Seller,
is authorised to make any warranty, guarantee or direction concerning this product. 2. Because the time, place, rate of
application and other conditions of use are beyond Seller's control, Seller's liability from handling, storage and use of
this product is limited to replacement of product or refund of purchase price.

SII0113

ACTION 5 DIRECTIONS FOR USE

Stoller AUSTRALIA PTY. LTD.
A.C.N. 065 320 747

CONTENTS 5 10 20 LITRES

ANALYSIS     (%W/V)
CALCIUM (Ca) as chloride  5.0%
Formulated with Stoller’s proprietary mix of Stoller’s Co-Factors.

GENERAL INFORMATION
•   ACTION 5 is a secondary nutrient combined with natural growth activators ACTION 5, in conjunction 

with a good nutritional program, provides an extra boost to seedling establishment and root development.
•    ACTION 5 provides an important boost to a plant’s tolerance to adverse conditions and stresses and 

will enhance crop growth when temperatures prevail below 21C or above 31C and plant growth is 
suspended.

•   ACTION 5 is completely available and absorbed by the leaf surface or the root system.
•    ACTION 5 is designed for use in foliar, seed row, seed and transplant water application and is  

non-phytotoxic when used as directed.

MIXING INSTRUCTIONS
ACTION 5 will disperse in water with little agitation. Many other agricultural chemicals can be sprayed 
simultaneously. CAUTION: Always Conduct a “Jar Test” using all products in proper proportion in 
order to establish physical compatibility.

SHAKE WELL BEFORE MIXING
CONDITIONS OF SALE: 1. Seller warrants that this 
product consists of the ingredients specified and 
is reasonably fit for the purpose stated on this  
label when used in accordance with directions under  
normal conditions of use. No one, other than an officer of 
Seller, is authorized to make any warranty, guarantee of  
direction concerning this product. 2. Because of time, place, 
rate of application and other conditions of use are beyond  
sellers control, Sellers liability from handling, storage and 
use of this product is limited to replacement of product or 
refund of purchase price.

STOLLER AUSTRALIA PTY. LTD.
A.C.N. 065 320 747

P O Box 2534, Regency Park, South Australia 5942
Phone (08) 82449588   Fax (08) 82449222   www.stoller.com.au

WARNING

 

 

Harmful if swallowed. Avoid 
contact with skin, eyes &  
clothing. Wash thoroughly 
with soap and water after 
handling. Avoid breathing 
spray mist. Use gloves and 
goggles.

 

Made in Australia

SEED TREATMENT
To improve seedling establishment and early vigour, apply ACTION 5 to the seed at 500 ml to 1.0 litres 
per 100kgs of seed (grain). Apply ACTION 5 to potato seed at 1.0 litre per 2500kgs of seed. Allow seed 
to dry for 24 hours before seeding. ACTION 5 is water based and should not be mixed with oil based seed 
treatments. Allow seed to dry before applying oil based treatments. Do not use treated seed for food, feed 
or oil purpose.
IN FURROW APPLICATION
ACTION 5 can be used in-furrow at the time of seeding or planting and should be applied at a rate of  
500 ml to 1.0 litres per hectare.
FOLIAR APPLICATION
For continued healthy root growth and plant integrity apply ACTION 5 at regular intervals at a rate of  
500 ml to 1.0 litres per hectare. Repeat applications every 7 – 14 days Dilution rates should not exceed 
2% (i.e. 1 litre of ACTION 5 should be mixed with a minimum of 50 litres of water). Mix 10 ml of  
ACTION 5 per litre of water for hand spraying.
CROP  RATE   COMMENTS
Cotton  1.0 litre per hectare   Apply in furrow at planting directly onto the seed where  
   Black Root Rot is a problem
 1.0 litre per hectare   Apply in furrow at planting for improved germination and  
   establishment
 500 mls per hectare -    Apply as a foliar spray if growing/weather conditions  
 1.0 litres per hectare  persist that are conducive to Black Root Rot or slow growth
This can be applied as a band spray as soon as the crop target is big enough. The 500 mls per hectare 
rate should be used only when 1.0 litre per hectare has already been used in furrow at planting. At all 
other times use the 1.0 litre per hectare rate.
Wheat, Barley,  500 mls per hectare   Apply in furrow at planting or as a foliar spray as soon
Corn    as the plant is a big enough target.
Green Beans  500 mls per hectare   Apply as a foliar spray for improved growth after planting
or French    or when adverse weather conditions persist.
Beans 1.0 litre per hectare   Apply in furrow at planting directly onto the seed where
   Red Root Rot is a problem.
Faba Beans,  500 mls per hectare   Apply as a foliar spray from first flower bud to first full  
Chick Peas,    flowers open
Soybeans
Potatoes and All Other Crops       Consult your Agronomist/Consultant or your Stoller Australia Distributor 

SII1011STORE IN A COOL PLACE OUT OF DIRECT SUNLIGHT

STOLLER AUSTRALIA PTY. LTD.
A.C.N. 065 320 747

P O Box 2534  Phone (08) 82449588
Regency Park  Fax (08) 82449222
South Australia 5942 www.stoller.com.au

1800 FERTILISER   

Bio-FORGE® DIRECTIONS FOR USE

Stoller AUSTRALIA PTY. LTD.
Australian Patent: 737354

CONTENTS 1  5 10 1000 LITRES

ANALYSIS     (%W/V)
Total Nitrogen (N)  2.5%
Soluble Potassium (K)  3.0%
Cobalt (Co)   0.25%
Molybenum (Mo)   0.35% 
Derived from Di-Formyl Urea, Potassium Hydroxide, Cobalt Sulphate & Sodium Molybdate

GENERAL INFORMATION
BIO-FORGE® is generally used as a foliar spray, in furrow or as a seed treatment. BIO-FORGE 
contains a range of key nutrients to ensure healthy crop growth even in stress conditions. An 
application of BIO-FORGE after stress can help the plant restore normal growth. Cobalt and 
Molybdenum can help reduce ethylene stress and the utilisation of nitrates.

 

APPLY BIO-FORGE® TO ANY OF THE ABOVE AT THE RATE OF 1.2 LITERS PER HECTARE. ONE APPLICATION 
PER SEASON IS GENERALLY SUFFICIENT. USE ENOUGH WATER FOR THOROUGH COVERAGE.

NURSERIES, GREENHOUSE CROPS, TURF AND INDIVIDUAL PLANT TREATMENTS:  
Apply BIO-FORGE® at 120ml per 100ml.

FOR SEED TREATMENT: Apply 3.2 litres per tonne of Canola, Sorghum & Corn. Apply 2.6 litres per 
tonne of Cotton, Grain & Legumes.

CAUTION: Always Conduct a “Jar Test” using all products in proper proportion in order to establish 
physical compatibility.

SHAKE WELL BEFORE MIXING  •  STORE IN A COOL PLACE OUT OF DIRECT SUNLIGHT

PRECAUTIONARY STATEMENT  •  USE EYE PROTECTION
If in eyes: wash with plenty of water. Call a physician if irritation persists.  
If on skin: wash with plenty of soap and water. Get medical attention if irritation persists. 

Personal Protective Equipment: Applicators and other handlers must wear a long-sleeved shirt and long
pants, waterproof gloves and shoes plus socks. 

User Safety Recommendations: Users should wash hands before eating, drinking, chewing gum, using
tobacco or using the toilet. Remove clothing immediately if it gets inside. Then wash thoroughly and put 
on clean clothing.

REFER STOLLER AUSTRALIA MSDS
Storage and Disposal: Do not contaminate water, food or feed by storage or disposal. Open dumping is 
prohibited. Do not reuse empty container. Store BIO-FORGE® in a cool place and out of direct sunlight. 
Dispose of empty container in a sanitary landfill or by incineration, or, if allowed by Australia and local
authorities by burning. If burned, stay out of smoke.

BF AUS

STOLLER AUSTRALIA PTY. LTD.
A.C.N. 065 320 747

P O Box 2534  Phone (08) 82449588
Regency Park  Fax (08) 82449222
South Australia 5942 www.stoller.com.au

®

CONDITIONS OF SALE: 1. Seller warrants that this product consists 
of the ingredients specified and is reasonably fit for the purpose 
stated on this label when used in accordance with directions 
under normal conditions of use. No one, other than an officer of 
Seller, is authorized to make any warranty, guarantee of direction 
concerning this product. 2. Because of time, place, rate of applica-
tion and other conditions of use are beyond sellers control, Sellers 
liability from handling, storage and use of this product is limited 
to replacement of product or refund of purchase price.

DIRECTIONS FOR USE 
BIO-FORGE® is recommended for any crop under any conditions of stress: 
•   Any crop that is under stress from any source. Apply after stress symptoms appear, including 

drought stress.
•  Any transplant. Apply in transplant water solution, or within 7 days after transplanting.
•  Any plant with herbicide toxicity. Apply when toxicity is first observed.
•    Apply along with the first insecticide application. Many sucking insects can create toxins, 

which cause bud dormancy.
•    Apply to all nursery crops or any crop that demands quick growth. BIO-FORGE will help 

crops develop into actively growing and productive seedlings.
•    Apply BIO-FORGE on crops that are flood irrigated. Apply 6 days before irrigation.  

BIO-FORGE will reduce yellowing from irrigation stress.
•    Apply BIO-FORGE to any plant that will be exposed to restricted water supply.  

BIO-FORGE will help plants maintain a more favorable water balance.

May be harmful if absorbed 
through skin. May cause eye 
irritation. Avoid contact with 
skin, eyes or clothing.

CAUTION
Keep out of Reach of Children

May Cause Eye Irritation

STOLLER.COM.AU
Billboard_sugarcane_5000x2474.indd   1 5/4/2015   9:56:03 PM

Contact: 

STOLLER.COM.AU
Martin Shaw	   0418 808 438
Ian Boyle	   0417 853 844
Cameron Steer 0408 901 541

Findings included that rainfall was the 
main driver of increased losses, compared 
with imidacloprid runoff from irrigation, 
with the volume and intensity of rain 
also strongly influencing the loss of 
imidacloprid – an important finding 
for sugar-growing regions with high-
intensity rainfall. 

“In the field study, due to the controlled-
release nature of suSCon maxi Intel, large 
doses of imidacloprid were not present in 
the soil at any one time and available for 
major runoff loss.

“The study provided vital information to 
the sugarcane industry for continuing 
development of its environmental 
credentials and best-practice, efficient 
cane-growing. 

"Crop Care will continue its long-term 
collaboration with SRA to develop 
effective and long-term canegrub 
control.”

He said growers could continue to 
both protect their crops from canegrub 
damage and retain imidacloprid within 
their property boundary by:

•	 Monitoring cane fields for risk of 
canegrub infection prior to planting 
and after harvesting. Risk will depend 
on history of infestation; proximity to 
fields with damaging canegrub levels; 
and (in some species) the presence of 
grubs in the row after harvest.

•	 Using suSCon maxi Intel to treat the 
plant crop in at-risk fields. The crop will 
then be protected against canegrub 
damage for 3-4 years.

•	 Applying liquid imidacloprid products 
to ratoon cane only as required, and 
strictly according to label directions for 
canegrub control. 

Pictured (page 18): suSCon maxi Intel granules; 
(top-left): Cane grub in pupating chamber; 
(above): Cane planted in dual rows by disc 

opener planter, protectd for several seasons by 
suSCon maxi Intel
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GREAT PLAINS TURBO MAX 
IMPRESSES WITH SPEED, VERSATILITY 
Supplied by PFG Australia

Great Plains Export Director Ryan Haffner 
is in Australia to meet farmers and will 
also conduct dealer training sessions on 
Great Plains products.

He said the Turbo Max cultivator with 
models from 2.5m to 15m is the premier 
vertical tillage product from the Great 
Plains line up.  

“Great Plains makes the widest range of 
true vertical tillage tools in the world and 
the Turbo Max is by far our most popular 
machine in recent times. It’s not hard 
to have confidence in a product on the 
back of so many sales all over the US and 
internationally.”

Patented technological advances teamed 
with practical design make the Turbo Max 
a highly productive and very adaptable 
machine.

It has a patented rolling spike harrow, 
maintenance free bearings in rolling 
attachments and gangs, and transfer 
valves adjust the weight from the centre 
to the wings delivering constant full-
width down pressure.  

Only with the Turbo Max can the operator 
hydraulically adjust the blade angle on the 
go from zero through to 6 degrees to suit 
changing field conditions.

Ryan Haffner said heavy stubble was not 
an issue, nor was panning.

“The Turbo Max levels the soil and gives 
you shallow incorporation of residue 
creating fissures through which moisture 
is able to travel in both directions. 

“An agronomist told me some of the 
speed tillers that have been popular here 
for a while are causing panning. You can 
avoid panning with the Turbo Max.”

Dealers Echuca CIH helped organise a 
busy demo day at a 30ha site where 
visiting and local farmers were keen to 
look into the benefits of Great Plains 
vertical tillage.

Salesman Bruce Watson said the trial 
site was sheep-grazed barley stubble 
on varying soil types from hard clay 
to lighter loams. The 7.3m Turbo Max 
cultivator travelled at just over 15km/h.

“We’ve got four sections: a control zone 
with zero tillage, a second zone with the 
Turbo Max at zero degrees, a third zone 
with the blade angle at 3 degrees and 
a fourth zone with the angle set to 6 
degrees.

“This region with its broadacre cropping 
is well suited to what the Turbo Max 

does best. The farmers I spoke to are 
impressed with the speed and results in 
these conditions. Later in the year, they’ll 
be back to check on germination and 
yields at the site,” he said.

PFG Australia’s National Sales Manager 
Justin Fisher explained why the company 
chose to distribute the Turbo Max.

“Great Plains has been developing 
agronomically sound machinery for a long 
time, giving farmers the best conditions 
for maximum yields.

“Farming communities here and around 
the world have recognised how Great 
Plains vertical tillage can encourage 
moisture retention, optimal root 
development and plant nutrition. And no 
hard pan.  

“We saw a real need and a desire for 
change in cultivation practices here. 

“You don’t get the extra workers on farms 
anymore. Farmers need a machine that’s 
fast enough and versatile enough to give 
them one pass high productivity. They 
want good soils and great yields.

“That’s why we chose the Turbo Max.” 

Kansas-based Great Plains and PFG Australia, distributor for Great Plains machinery, are running 
Turbo Max cultivator demonstrations across the country.
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industry news

HEAVY DUTY FOLDING
ROTARY HOES

SUGARCANE
EDITION

Available in
3m Fixed & 4.2 to 7.7m Folding.

Gearbox’s up to 400 HP

• Cage Roller • Anphibious Version with
Rubber Frame and Hoods • Removable 
Flanges • Hydraulic Rear Door Adjust

• Low friction 4 gear side drive
eliminates need for oil cooler

YOUR LOCAL DEALER
ALLCLASS NORTH - CAIRNS (07) 4050 7500

SNG MACHINERY SALES - INGHAM (07) 4776 6003
TRACPOWER NQ P/L - BRANDON (07) 4784 1100

PROSERPINE MACH - PROSERPINE (07) 4945 1388
BLM - BUNDABERG (07) 4151 2381

ANDREW GILLIES - WARDELL NSW 0428 662639
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION

CONTACT TERRY EVANS 0438 231362

CANE GROWERS’ HEARTS 
IN THE RIGHT PLACE!

While many were celebrating Valentine’s Day, 
Maroochy River cane farmers Murray and Gordon 
Oakes, together with neighbours Garry and Paul 
Petersen, kindly opened their hearts to welcome a 
group of Year 11 and 12 high school students to their 
cane farm—all in the name of education.

And the love didn’t stop there—representatives from MSF’s 
Maryborough Mill were on hand to answer questions about 
the milling process. We thank Chris Coutts-Smith and 
Dannielle Nitschinsk for generously donating their time to 
travel and assist. Plus, a big note of thanks to CANEGROWERS 
Maryborough Manager, Cameron Waterson, for organising 
and coordinating the many stakeholders to make it happen.

Visiting from Caboolture SHS, the agricultural students were 
keen to check out the cane fields and the machinery shed. Lots 
of questions were asked and answered; and everyone had a 
lot of fun. At the end of the visit, the students showed their 
appreciation gifting jars of Macadamia nuts they had grown, 
picked, and shelled on their own school farm.

We hope the students enjoyed their experience and its 
contribution to their studies. We also appreciate the 
generosity of our members and affiliates, sharing their time 
and knowledge with the next generation of Australian farm 
workers. How sweet! ♥
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FIRST 5 LINES FREE* FOR CANEGROWERS MEMBERS!  
Book online anytime of the day or night at www.canegrowers.
com.au or email us at ads@CANEGROWERS.com.au

Next deadline is 6 March 2017.

* As a FREE service to CANEGROWERS members, Australian Canegrower will print 
suitable classified advertisements UP TO 5 LINES FREE, FOR ONE ISSUE ONLY. 
A charge of $5. 50 will apply for each extra line or part thereof. A charge will apply for 
advertising of non-cane growing activities. Advertisements must relate exclusively to 
cane farming activities, e.g. farm machinery etc. Advertisements from non-members 
are charged at $11 per line incl GST. Only pre-paid ads will be accepted. 

Beaulieu R.U.M.
Attention Canegrowers

The first step in achieving a high yielding cane crop
 is a good strike and vigorous growth in the early stage of your crop.

    This can be achieved easily by simply adding 
5 litres of R.U.M per acre to your dip water.

For a cost of around  $25 per acre 
Can you afford not to give it a go?

For further information contact –
Burdekin & Northern Region call Wally Ford 0417 937 722

Mackay Region call Noel Jensen 0438 595 325
Childers Region call Peter Irwin 0428 427 212

Do you want a FREE electronic version of 
Australian Canegrower delivered to your email 
inbox every fortnight?

To receive your free electronic copy, email us on:
editor@CANEGROWERS.com.au 

Graham Twyford 
Machinery Sales Pty Ltd

Specialising in Used Cane 
Harvesting Equipment Sales

NEW MACHINES  
MADE TO ORDER !

GT FULL TRACK INFIELD 
TRANSPORTER 14 TONNE 
FRONT UNLOADING ELEV  

to 4.2 metre delivery. 
CAT 325HP Engine. 9 roller track 

frames, two speed track drive motors, 
New 50-1 ratio track drive hubs.  
SAI piston elevator drive motors,  

24’’ curved grouser plates.  
Full moving floor.  S.A.L.T chains. 

PROVEN DESIGN ENQUIRE NOW !!

MACHINES NOW IN STOCK !!
JOHN DEERE 2013 3520 Track, 9 litre 

low hour engine. 10 blade chopper

JOHN DEERE 2007 3510 Track, 
engine rebuild 2,300 Hrs. 8 blade 

chopper, good tracks.

REDUCED TO SELL !! 
NEW ! BILLET PLANTER 2500 

Immediate Delivery. In Mackay NOW.

NEW ! 4 SLAT OPEN BUTT 
ROLLERS Suit JD 3510/20 and CASE.  

Helps Drop Dirt. Enquire NOW!

WRECKING CAMECO 1996 Track 
Harvester. No engine, walking gear or 
topper available. Other parts available 
L&S track hubs, 8 Blade, Diff chopper 

drums, base cutter box, various 
hydraulic valves & Hydraulic motors.

NEW ! Chopper Drums to suit JD 570 
available. Enquire NOW !

IN STOCK NOW 12, 10, 8 & 6 BLADE 
DIFFERENTIAL CHOPPER DRUMS 

Suit ‘05 Cameco to JD 570.  
Tungsten Hard Faced on Wear Areas. 

New seal plates, Clamping Bars & 
Dowels with kit.

Graham Twyford
48 Central Park Drive, Paget, Mackay

Mobile: 0418 742 696
graham@gtmachinerysales.com.au

www.gtmachinersales.com.au

JOHNNY FARMING
COMPANY

Australian
Distributor

Belshina Tyres & Chinese Imports
Tractor Tyres 5
Earthmoving Tyres 5
Truck Tyres 5
Cars & 4WD Tyres 5

P: 07 4952 2577  M: 0412 535 887
www.johnnyfarmingcompany.com.au

E: johnnyfarmingco@bigpond.com
133 Schmidke Road Mackay 4740

DROVER EQUIPMENT AUSTRALIA
UTV’s, ATV’s & AG BIKES
See website for more details

WANT MORE NEWS, VIEWS  
AND PHOTOS?

Find CANEGROWERS on Facebook!
www.facebook.com/CANEGROWERSAustralia
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New Hydraulic Heavy Duty                                
JOHNNY FARMING COMPANY

Johnny Farming Company
Phone (07) 4952 2577 or 0412 535 887 (John) 

or 0407 638 674 (Andrew)
133 Schmidtke Road Mackay Qld 4740

3 metre width, 28 discs, 
All bath bearings
$11,000 plus GST ($12,100 incl GST)
Other size offsets available are 1.8m, 2.2m, 
2.5m, 3m & 3.4metres.
3 point linkage offsets available also

   New Heavy Duty 

 2.1 metres width $3,300 incl GST
Other sizes available are 1.2m, 1.5m & 1.8m

OFFSETS

SLASHERS

MACKAY
SPECIALISING IN New Sugar 

Cane Hauling Equipment
Double & Single 6/5 tonne side tippers 

bolt in load sharing Hitch and Gooseneck 
Hitch both available

On tandem 23.1.26 wheels with aprons
Trailer & Truck Mounted Elevator Bins 

also available

CONTACT 
0419 712 872 

today to discuss
E: admin@donnellyswelding.com.au

M: 0419 712 872 
F:  07 4959 9287

154 Ridolfi's Road
MACKAY QLD 4740

ABN 96 105 213 726

Mossman–Tully

Travelling Irrigators - Southern Cross SX400 
& SX500 - Trailco T450. 1 x Multiplier - 1 x Set 
of Ratooners. Phone: 0429 667 918
Land plane for sale. $3,500. 8m long, blade 
3m wide, land plane 2.5m. Twin ram system: 
1 x blade, 1 x tilt. Ph. 0427142102
IH766 tractor mechanically VG, tyres VG 
$7,000 incl. Kubota B6100 14HP 4WD diesel 
with slasher and 5-tyne scarifier to suit 
$5,000 incl. Ph. 4066 9889.
3PTL Fert Bin $800 incl; 2” arch bar $300 
incl. 3-phase plasma cutter Unimig 105 
$1,600 incl. Yamaha WR450 VGC $3,500. 
Ph. 4066 9889.
JD 3520, 2012 model, adjustable powerfeed 
roller, elevator extension, GPS, well 
maintained, selling at end of 2016 crush. Ph. 
0427 667 964 
2 Double-bin tipper trailers for billet planter. 
Phone 0427 163 519
Newton 4 Tonne side tipper, goose neck 
hydraulic pump and control included.  
$2,000 ono. Goodyear 20.8 R38 Tractor Tyre 
90% tread $500 ono. Phone 0429 634 672 
or 0488 003 901
Howard M130 Rotary Hoe for sale $6000 + 
GST Phone Alan on: 0408 665 955 

Herbert River–Burdekin 

Trash incorporator with crumble rollers, new 
discs, $5900 Ono. Ph. 0407131726
Billet planter, moller design, custom built, 
set for liquid fert & fung/insect tanks, 
good order. 6600 Toft harvester, CAT 
engine, billet planting, for parts/some work 
needed. 1 double tipper bin, on trailer. POA, 
Ph. 0429772276
Cat D2 Crawler Tractor.  Non Runner but all 
intact. Suit restoration. $550. Ph. 47774966.
Bonel Square Plough. 4 Furrow. Can unbolt 
1  furrow to make 3 furrow. $3000 includes 
GST. Ph. 4777 4966.
Forklift. Fits Tractor 3-point linkage. Can 
unload semitrailer. $800. Ph. 4777 4966.
Toft wheel harvester. Bonel Contractor 
Billet Planter with liquid & granule fertilizer 
box. 2 x 4T Tippers. Napier Heavy Duty 
Hydraulic offset. All excellent condition. 
Ph. 0429772726.
600 litre diesel tank for vehicle. As new. 
$800 including GST. Phone 0427 477 742.

1 x Rear tractor tyre, 18.4 x 34, 60% rubber. 
$440 inc gst. Ph: 0427 872 790
HBM whole stick plant cutter and trash 
extractor for sale.  Phone 0409 648 467
Massey Ferguson 1080 GC.with 6' Howard 
Slasher.$7500+GST. John Deere 4030 VGC. 
4676 hrs. With front 400 ltr, rear 600 ltr 
Irvin Boom. $25000+GST. 0417 197 271.
Laser scoops for sale, 1x11ft cut Peggo 
industrial, 1x 12ft Peggo industrial, both have 
everything u will need, inc. onboard cushion 
hitch, current models. As new cond, also E 
and I 12 ft ejector, vgc, ph 0407635018 
2 x T7030 New Holland tractors with 10 
tonne Newton elevated tippers. Front 
suspension, cab suspension, 7000 hours, 
excellent condition. Ph. Mario 0408 670 702.
Case Maxxum 125 tractor with 10 tonne 
Newton elevated tipper. 3500 hours, 
excellent condition. Ph. Mario 0408 670 702.

Mackay–Proserpine

DONNELLY’S WELDING MACKAY - 
Specialising in New Sugar Cane Hauling 
Equipment - Contact 0419 712 872 to discuss 
or email admin@donnellyswelding.com.au
2006 TM140 with 10T Carta; auto glide front 
suspension; push button trans; 7300 hrs; 
well-maintained rig in good cond. $100,000 
+ GST. Ph: Greg 0417 714 209
40,479 Sugar Terminal Shares.  
Ph. 0428 495 053 or 0427 853 113
2 x 8340 New Holland Tractors; approx. 
8000 hours; good condition; $25,000 each 
inc. GST Ph. 0418 495 755
Parts available for Howard AR & AH Rotary 
Hoes from $50 to $500.  Ph. 4959 5883 or 
0407 643 441.
AR 80” Howard Rotary Hoe fully 
reconditioned, new galvanised doors and 
gear box panel, good blades $6600.00.  Ph 
4959 5883 or 0407 643 441.
Brand new 14.00 R 25 tyres for sale under 
half of new price. Ph 0488 300 361.
Fiat M135 tractor; 8500 hrs; fair cond; 
$15,000 + GST. Ph: 0409 271 446
12T self-propelled 6x6 elev infielder VGC. 
6t side/tipper on Leyland tandem GC. Don 
Mizzi 741 model on Fiat 750 special turbo 
plus MF102 half-tracks to suit. Mason 9550 
4-row precision vacuum seed planter GC. 
0438 606 578 (Mackay)
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Bundaberg–Rocky Point

Bonel plant cane cutter $2,500 +GST ONO. 
Bonel Chain drive trash planter $600 +GST 
ONO. Don Toft 5 furrow disc plough heavy 
duty $1,000 +GST ONO. Hodge Minimum 
till box 1 Tonne $1,800 +GST ONO. Plant 
Cane cleaners double disc $180 +GST ONO. 
All Machines in VGC. Maryborough region 
contact Aaron 0407969496
2008 J.D 3510 full track. New engine 
done 760 hrs. Total hrs 7200. Good overall 
condition. $200,000 inc GST. J.D 7820 
KPH. IVT transmission, Front suspension, 
Air Brakes. Good, Reliable Tractor $40,000 
inc GST. 32 Plate International 3.5 Offsets 
$8,800 inc GST. Ph. 0419676630

Bonel Billet plant great condition ready to 
plant $10,000 + GST.  Land leveller 3.5m 
x 3.5m solid construction $5,000 + GST. 
Quinco Distributor - discs, coulters rippers 
rollers stainless steel drive. $10,000 + GST. 
Ph 07 4159 8340 or 0403 598 345.

Wanted

3 Row Stool Splitter S/S Fertilizer box. 
2 tonne plus trailerable. Ph. 0407 650 684
WANTED TO BUY: 1.5 to 2.5 tonne Stool 
Splitter. Phone Tony:  0427 327 279
Wanted, 2 or 4 tyne ripper Ph. 0407131726
STL shares - buy at market. Call Elton 
0408448227

 
Zero indicates either no rain or no report was sent. These rainfall figures are subject to verification and may be updated later. Weather forecasts, 
radar and satellite images and other information for the farming community can be accessed on www.bom.gov.au. Weather report provided by 
the Bureau of Meteorology’s Commercial Weather Services Unit. 

Rainfall Report

Location

Recorded rainfall (mm) Average rainfall (mm)

7 days to 9am Year to date
January–February

13.02.17 20.02.17

Mossman 63 53 1134 918

Mareeba AP 2 12 394 444

Cairns 29 18 752 835

Mt Sophia 54 127 1302 1165

Babinda 0 112 820 1368

Innisfail 71 66 1383 1100

Tully 110 92 952 1336

Cardwell 122 107 730 902

Lucinda 72 30 655 846

Ingham 31 73 523 827

Abergowrie 79 10 345 718

Townsville 1 56 283 566

Ayr DPI 4 57 323 445

Proserpine 7 15 659 645

Mirani 14 68 571 652

Mackay 23 116 695 598

Sarina (Plane Ck) 42 114 940 749

Bundaberg 1 0.2 66 330

Childers South 10 0.2 56 250

Maryborough 4 0 26 338

Tewantin 21 4 103 453

Eumundi 25 10 132 474

Nambour 15 37 140 489

Woongoolba 30 15 71 330

Murwillumbah 28 13 245 428

Ballina 6 4 103 377

Woodburn 4 9 186 306

Wanted RHC Southern Cross pump impeller 

in good condition. Ph. 0428 368 923

Wanted to buy: 66 40 Ford New Holland 

2-wheel-drive with a cab. Ph. 07 4959 1451

Wanted to buy: 2,000L fuel tanker on wheels. 

Ph. 4777 3154 AH

CANE WANTED for 2017 and subsequent 

seasons. Tully area. Shawn Ph. 0418782815 

TRACTOR TYRES of all sizes. 0418 775 698 

all hours.

Wanted to buy.  Second hand pineapple 

planter. Ph. 4776 1386

i FIT
ENGINEERING
29 Richarson St TULLY

CHOPPER DRUMS
◆	 Clean efficient cutting with minimal losses
◆	 Use 95mm blades
◆	 Heavy duty
◆	 Not prone to crossing over
◆	 Proven conventional clamping (Bisalloy 

clamp bars optional)
◆	 Good blade life
◆	 Thrower mounting bars standard on 4, 6 

and 8 blade drums (Optional on ten blade)
◆	 Available in 4, 6, 8, 10 and 12 blade, 15” and 

12” to suit Case and John Deere harvesters
◆	 Very competitively priced

EXTERNAL CHOPPER ADJUSTERS
Maximize your chopper performance and 
blade life with our chopper adjusters.
◆	 Very easy to use
◆	 Proven over the last three seasons in a 

wide variety of conditions
◆	 Available to suit Case and John Deere 

harvesters

CHOPPER IDLE BEARING  
FOR JOHN DEERE HARVESTERS

Our bearing modification kit uses an 
economical spherical roller bearing in a 
housing that allows end float when the 
machine flexes. 

CHOPPER DRUM RECONDITIONING 
AND MODIFICATIONS

We modify existing drums to provide 
similar cutting geometry to our new drums 
for improved cutting, and add gusseting 
for extra strength.

For further information on these and 
other products and services, contact  

Ian or Brenton Fagg. 

Ph 4068 2811 or 0408 199 309
E: admin@ifitengineering.com.au

www.ifitengineering.com.au
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Classifieds

WANT MORE  
NEWS, VIEWS 
& PHOTOS?

Find CANEGROWERS  
on Facebook!

www.facebook.com/ 
CANEGROWERSAustralia

WESTCOTT
ENGINEERING

Phone Brendon 0428 220 789
20 Westcott Rd, Homebush, QLD 4737

HARVESTER BLADE 
RESHARPENING

Various sized resharpened harvester 
blades for sale

Tungsten Hardfacing
• EXCAVATOR TEETH
• BUCKET TEETH
• RIPPER POINTS
• BASECUTTER BLADES
• BASECUTTER DISKS 

(BUILT-UP, REPAIRED AND HARD FACED)

• HARVESTER SHOES 
(BUILT-UP, REPAIRED AND HARD FACED)

• FAN HARD FACING & BALANCING

Positions Vacant

Experienced cane harvester operator; 7700 

full track; 2017 crushing season. Upper 

Pioneer Valley area; must have mechanical 

knowledge and hill experience. 30,000t plus. 

Apply in writing: PO Box 31 FINCH HATTON 

QLD 4756. More information: 0419 260 879

A Northern NSW Harvesting Co-Op is 

seeking a Manager/Harvester driver for the 

2017 season and into the future. Mechanical 

experience is essential. Ph Jim 0416086227 

or Ben 0402421565

Sugarcane harvester and bin driver 
required for Condong Mill area. Machinery, 
maintenance and management skills 
required. Position for 2017 season and 
beyond, with prospect of full-time Harvester 
Operator position. Ph Bernard 0428 298 618.

Work Wanted

Seeking for haul out work 2017 season, HC 
R & UD licence, forklift licence, four years 
cane experience, reliable, willing to put in 
long hours. any North Queensland, Kev 
0417648842
Looking for Haul out work in Mareeba for 
the 2017 season or any tractor driving jobs. 
Hr license. Heaps of tractor experience. 
Managed a paw paw farm. Very hard worker. 
Very reliable. Young and fit. 0476407636 
swemmert@yahoo.com.au

Looking for work in the Mackay area. I have 
sound knowledge of cane farming and 
operating machinery. Casual work is ok. 
Phone David Dahms on 0428387600

Property

Wanted to lease. Cane farm land Balnagowan/
Dumbleton area. With or without equipment. 
Ph 0428598688
INGHAM: Cane Farm for sale. Hawkins 
Creek. Total area 48.3ha. CPA 46.6ha. Shed, 
electricity & water. Genuine enquiries Ph. 
0407635175.
Wanted to Lease: Cane farm in Bundaberg 
District. Phone 0429 026 690.



Improving national biosecurity outcomes through partnerships

NOTHING WILL PROTECT YOUR CROP 
BETTER THAN A GOOD HARD LOOK

Growers have an important role in keeping watch for  
exotic pests, diseases and weeds that could devastate  
the Australian sugarcane industry. 

Early detection and reporting is the key to protecting  
farms, industries and the communities that rely on them. 
Every moment lost harms our chance of successful 
eradication.

If you spot anything unusual in your crop please call the 
Exotic Plant Pest Hotline on 1800 084 881. The call is free 
(except from mobiles).

Visit phau.com.au/industries/sugarcane for further 
information and a list of the top priority cane pests.

Spotted anything
unusual?

EXOTIC PLANT PEST HOTLINE 

1800 084 881

Look, be alert, call an expert

Spotted anything
unusual?


