TPP: Trade agreement opens door to Canada, Mexico and Vietnam for Australian sugar
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Smartcane BMP recognises how you
farm and supports improvements
you want to make.

Talk with your district facilitator
about how they can help you.
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industry news

A year of challenges and opportunities

By Paul Schembri, Chairman CANEGROWERS

As we take our first steps into 2019, the one thing we can be certain about is that things will be
uncertain — old challenges will revisit us and new ones will emerge. But, regardless of uncertainty,
each new year brings with it fresh hope for a better season for the Australian sugarcane industry.

First and foremost, our hopes are always
tied to our crop, people, CCS and the
world sugar price.

Queensland's 2019 cane crop has already
been subjected to all sorts of weather —
both wet and dry.

Only a brave man would be foolish
enough to make a prediction at this

early stage. However, it looks likely

that cyclonic activity will have some
impact in the northern regions, while dry
conditions continue to impact production
across the southern growing regions.

As for the sugar price, current levels are
well below our costs of production but
actions that we and other countries are
taking may deal with one factor behind
the the low sugar prices.

Itis our view that the current low world
sugar price is due, in large part, to India's
plan to export subsidised sugar. It is
Australia's view that the subsidies are in
clear breach of World Trade Organisation
rules and need to be reduced by the
Indian Government.

Australia along with Brazil, Thailand,
Canada, Columbia, Guatemala and
South Africa is considering escalating
our dispute with India into a formal legal
challenge before a WTO dispute panel.

Brazil has already signalled its intention
to move to a dispute panel and Australia
and other countries should follow in the
next few months.

Itis important to attract as much global
support as possible to rein in these
subsidies.

There is an old saying which | often
quote, “If you want to go fast, travel
alone. If you want to go far, travel
together”. It will take time to recruit
many countries to this cause — but the
effort will be worth it in the fullness of
time.

With a Federal Election due by May, 2019
will be a pivotal year for the Australian
sugar industry.

Elections are critically important

in ensuring that governments or
prospective governments understand
loud and clear the policy needs of cane
growers.

CANEGROWERS will focus on these key
issues in the upcoming election.

Firstly, we need to ensure that the Sugar
Code of Conduct, recently retained by the
current government, is not dismantled.
The Code is essential to producing fair
commercial outcomes for growers.

Secondly, we need to continue to agitate
for lower electricity prices.

A farmer in one of our southern regions
recently told me of the emotional pain
he was experiencing by turning off his
pumps. His crops desperately need
water but he could not afford the cost of
electricity to apply that water.

It saddens me that the debate around
electricity prices has been reduced to a
debate about who caused the problem
rather than how we collectively fix it.

Thirdly, the sugar industry will continue
to advocate strongly against a tax on
sugar as a food or drink ingredient.

Not only would a sugar tax cause
enormous reputational damage to

our industry, it is also a simplistic and
ineffective approach to a complex health
problem.

Finally, 2019 will be a defining year for
key regions of our industry. Mackay
Sugar, and the 800 grower shareholders
who supply and own the business, will
consider a proposal to partner with
European sugar producer Nordzucker

to secure Mackay Sugar's future. At the
time of writing this column we need

to be mindful that Nordzucker has not
yet given the final green light for the
proposal.

The proposal represents a great
opportunity for Mackay Sugar to pay
down debt and reinvest in milling
reliability, while still retaining an
ownership stake in the business. | am
confident that Mackay Sugar growers/
shareholders will assess the proposal
carefully and vote accordingly.

In the Mossman and Tableland regions,
growers are working to take ownership
of the Mossman Mill, thanks to funding
commitments from both the Queensland
and Federal governments.

The business plan also provides for the
construction of a bio refinery. While
there are still many assessments and
evaluations yet to be finalised, I'm
confident that the growers of Mossman
and Tableland will be successful.

2019 represents many threats
and challenges, but equally many
opportunities for the Australian
sugarcane industry. B
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Www.canegrowers.com.au s INSURANCE

ACCESS THE BEST CANE-SPECIFIC COVER ON THE MARKET

Queensland is a beautiful place to live, but it can also be volatile and unpredictable.
Making sure you have the right insurance cover is so important.

Get the right cover No fees for members We come to you Help to lodge claims
CANEGROWERS Insurance As a membership service, CANEGROWERS Insurance If something goes wrong and
brokers have access to a range no broking fees apply for brokers will visit you on farmto  you need to report a claim, we
of insurers to provide you with CANEGROWERS members. talk over your insurance needs.  are here to assist you during the

the most competitive cover. claims process.

Contact your local CANEGROWERS Office to discover how WE CAN HELP YOU!

CANEGROWERS Insurance is a Corporate Authorised Representative (CAR No 429264) for National Adviser Services Pty Ltd t/as Community Broker Network | ABN 60 069 916 184 | AFSL 233750.



industry news

NEWS IN BRIEF

New year brings in TPP-11

Australia's trading landscape changed on 30 December 2018 as
the Trans-Pacific Partnership Agreement took effect.

As well as being Australia’s first trade
agreement with Canada and Mexico,
opening up new opportunities with those
two nations, it also improved trading
conditions with other member nations.

"Opportunities for Australian exporters
are vast,” Trade Minister Simon
Birmingham said.

"From our wine producers in South
Australia’s Barossa Valley to our dairy
farmers in Victoria and our sugarcane
farmers in Queensland, the TPP-11 will
open more doors for Australian farmers
and businesses.”

For the sugar industry, there is now a
chance to export to Vietnam, Mexico and
Canada and there will be lower import
duties on sugar sold into Japan.

The agreement eliminates 98% of tariffs
in the trade zone of member nations
which have a combined GDP of $13.7
trillion.

Australia, Canada, Japan, Mexico, New
Zealand, Singapore and Vietnam have

so far signed the pact with Brunei, Chili,
Malaysia and Peru expected to sign soon.
President Donald Trump withdrew the
United States from the TPP soon after
taking office in 2017. &

Burdekin teen takes out organic grower award

Daniel Spotswood has been awarded
the Australian Junior Organic Farmer
Leader of the Year Award, taking out the
prestigious title during a presentation
dinner in Canberra recently.

The 19-year-old, who is currently studying
a Cert Three in Agriculture, has grown
up working on the family's organic cane,

cattle and vegetable farm at Inkerman.

The Spotswood family use bio-fertiliser
and homemade fertiliser, which they spray
on to vegetables and cane planted on any
of the farm's certified organic paddocks.

"My grandfather and great grandfather
weren't organic. | took a lot of paperwork,
converting the entire farm to be chemical-
free,” Mr Spotswood
said.

“l didn't think | was

| going to get (this
award), | wasn't

P expectingitas|am

2 only 19. Mum and
Dad were both very

° impressed. They were
! very proud.” &

Pictured: Fourth
generation grower Daniel
Spotswood (right) has
grown up working on the
family's Mt Alma Organic
Farm. Pictured with his
dad, Gary.

2079 CANEGROWERS
ELECTION

Nominations will open later this month
for the CANEGROWERS triennial election
process.

The election is for all Board positions
across the 13 CANEGROWERS district
companies in Queensland from Rocky Point
to Mossman.

These Boards then nominate members of
the CANEGROWERS Queensland Policy
Council.

Men and women of all ages involved in
a Member cane growing business are
encouraged to stand as candidates.

The first step towards nomination is to
contact your local Chairman or Manager.

The ballot will be in March with the new
Boards commencing on 1 May. B

GAS PERMITS EXPIRE

The New Year has brought some welcome
news for the community and agricultural
organisations concerned about potential
shale gas extraction in the Wide Bay
Burnett region.

The Department of Natural Resources
and Mines has informed the Lock the Gate
Alliance that two Blue Energy gas permits
that were due for renewal on 31 December
have expired and will not be renewed.

A third permit will expire on 31 March and
cannot be renewed.

Vicki Perrin from the Alliance said the
decision followed five years of opposition to
Blue Energy'’s plans.

“This outcome shows that unified
communities have the power to defend
themselves from gas fracking,” she said.

"Farmers, industry groups, Traditional
Owners, tourism operators and town
residents have all stood as one and put our
sustainable industries and our environment
above gas industry profits.

“"We're now calling on the Queensland
Government to provide permanent
protection for the region, to ensure there
will no new proposals for gas fracking in
the future in this region." B
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Bio-precinct dream a step closer to reality

The Queensland Government
has agreed to tip in $25 million
to support a bid by far north
Queensland cane growers
to purchase the struggling
Mossman Mill and turn it into
the state's first bio-precinct.

The funding announcement on 21
December was an early Christmas gift for
grower representatives who have spent
months completing a business case and
lobbying government officials at state
and federal level.

In November, the Federal Government
committed $20 million to the purchase
and upgrade of the mill, conditional

on a 'significant contribution' from the
Queensland Government.

The latest funding commitment virtually
guarantees the purchase will go ahead,
Far Northern Milling's Liza Giudici said.

“There's still a bit of work to be done.
Unfortunately funding applications aren't
as simple as just handing over the cheque
but we're confident now that everything
is falling into place and the project is
going ahead as planned."

Mrs Giudici, who is also a Director of
CANEGROWERS Mossman, thanked
local Mossman and Tableland growers
for their ongoing support throughout the
negotiations.

"We're grateful to the state and federal
governments for coming to the table
with the funding to make this possible,"
she said.

"But | think it's really important that
we recognise and thank the growers
for sticking with us and their continued
support of the project.

"Their dedication to ensuring we have a
good crop has been hugely important.
They've probably spent upwards of

$20 million on planting, fertilising and
everything else that goes with it. That's
a huge commitment when you consider
that half way through the year we
weren't even sure if we would have a mill
in 2019."

In order to secure State Government funding,
grower representatives had to de-risk the
project by demonstrating the mill's ability to e _
diversify and eventually cease the export of ]
raw sugar, therefore ending the company's
exposure to the volatile world sugar price.

"For the first three years the mill will operate
in the traditional manner and the export of
raw sugar will continue," Mrs Giudici said.

"That will give us the time to transition

into the value-adding side, so basically
producing different products, such as biofuels
or bioplastics, from raw sugar,molasses,
bagasse, but no longer exporting on the world
market."

With the end now in sight, Ms Giudici said
everyone involved was looking forward to
taking a break.

"It's been 20 months now that we've been
driving this. | think we're all a bit tired and
looking forward to a break when it's all over."

u CANEGROWERS Mossman board
director Liza Giudici.

LAND DRAINAGE SYSTEMS #

With over 30 years experience, Drain Tech can ensure
you get every drill to the Mill.

® Sub-surface Drainage ® High Pressure Drain Jetting
® Irrigation Mains @ Contour Mapping and Design

~ Servicing growers from Mossman to Mullumbimby ~

Call Richard on 0428 528 054

www.draintech.net.au
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AN

ain breathes new life into
fire-ravaged cane farms

Seven weeks on from the devastating bushfires that destroyed more
than 800 hectares of sugarcane around Mackay's Pioneer Valley, life
is gradually getting back to normal for affected growers.

Almost 300 mm of rain has fallen in the area over the past six weeks,
breathing new life into cane paddocks consumed by fire in late
November.

Burnie Ward, who in addition to losing 61 ha of cane, also saw his
sheds and machinery go up in flames, said the recent rain brought
hope back to growers in the area.

"We had a storm come through just after the fire and we've had
a good bit of rain since then, so the cane has shot back up and is
looking really good. Everything is very green now," Burnie said.

“It's still a good way behind the rest of the crop but it's waist high
and even chest high in some places. Compared to where it was five
or six weeks ago, it's looking great."

Burnie received minor burns to his leg while battling the flames with
his son Darren and was lucky to escape with his life. But despite his
loses, he's optimistic about the future.

"You can still see where it was burned but it's healed up pretty well,

so that good," he said. "We're a lot happier now than we were a few
9 . PP . . machinery and 67 ha of cane in the November bushfires. But thanks
weeks ago, that's for sure. Hopefully we get a bit more rain over the : . )
. . R to some good rainfall in December the cane had re-emerged and is
coming weeks to keep the cane going strong." & thriving once again.

Pictured: Mackay growers Burnie and Lorraine Ward lost sheds,
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SRA Snapshot

Establishing sugarcane farming systems for

BETTER SOILS AND IMPROVED PRODUCTION

The long-term monoculture of sugarcane has had detrimental effects on soil health, resulting in

declining cane yields.

Modern farming systems including
controlled traffic, permanent beds,
minimum tillage, legume break crops and
crop residue retention have helped to
overcome some of the adverse impacts
caused by conventional management
practices.

However, according to SRA Key Focus
Area Leader, Dr Barry Salter, soil health
remains poor and soil carbon levels are
generally low.

Root systems below the top few
centimetres of soil are in poor condition,
with a prevalence of pathogenic
organisms such as nematodes.

To address these issues, new practices
that complement the modern farming
system need to be explored.

These practices need to deliver an
improvement to soil carbon and
biological condition while enhancing
profitable sugarcane production.

A new SRA project, Establishing
sugarcane farming systems to improve
soil health, assesses a range of practical
farming practices that may improve
soil condition through the addition and
management of organic matter.

Three farming system trials will be
conducted in the project to:

«  Assess the impact of management
practices that include mixed cover
cropping and other management
strategies such as intercropping,
organic matter application and
incorporation to improve sugarcane
crop performance and soil condition;

Develop methods of managing
intercrops to reduce competition
with the developing sugarcane crop;

Quantify whether mixed species
cover cropping is more beneficial
than a legume monoculture; and

«  Assess the impact of trash
management (green cane trash
blanketing compared to burnt trash)
and tillage treatments (full tillage
compared to zero tillage) on soil
carbon.

The trial sites are located in the NSW,
Central and Wet Tropics regions. It has
been a busy time for the research team
on the ground, led by SRA's Dr Barry
Salter, NSW DPI researcher Dr Lukas
Van Zwieten and Mr Rob Sluggett from
Farmacist.

sha

Sugar Research
Australia

“The purpose of the project is to explore
and promote new farming systems

that improve soil condition, ultimately
resulting in more resilient soils that are
better able to withstand stress and often
require reduced chemical and other
management inputs,” Dr Salter said.

"Yield response to fumigation is in order
of 42 percent for plant crops and 18
percent in the following ratoon; whereas
longer fallow periods have been shown
to improve plant crop yields by 20-30
percent.

"This quantifies the effect that soil
biological condition has on productivity.
Given the magnitude of these responses,
itis not unrealistic to assume that

yields could be improved through the
refinement of farming systems while also
maintaining the principles of the Sugar
Yield Decline Joint Venture, which are
GCTB, reduced tillage, controlled traffic,
and breaking the monoculture." ®

Pictured: Intercropping will be one of the farm
practices assessed as part of a new project
that has just begun at SRA.
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Minister continues commitment to growers

Queensland's Environment Minister Leeanne Enoch was presented with a plaque recognising her
ongoing commitment to the sugarcane industry during a meeting with CANEGROWERS Innisfail
Chairman Joe Marano and Cane Changer project leader John Pickering in Brisbane last month.

The plaque featured the Cane Changer
Commitment Ms Enoch signed in
January 2018 when she visited Mr
Marano's farm to view firsthand the work
that growers have been doing to protect
the environment.

Mr Marano said the industry was pleased
with the Queensland Government's
continued support.

“They've listened to cane growers and
recognised the positive changes we're
making on our farms, so we've been able
to work collaboratively towards better
outcomes for all,” Mr Marano said.

Cane Changer is a CANEGROWERS
initiative based on behavioural science
that believes by better understanding
growers, recognising them for the
changes that have taken place in the
past, and telling their story, growers will
continue to build a bright future for the
industry.

Funded by the Queensland Government'’s
Department of Environment and Science,
one of Cane Changer's key aims is to
improve the positive recognition of the
sugarcane industry by highlighting the
ongoing efforts of growers to protect the
environment while improving their on-
farm productivity.

The project's tagline, 'Setting the
Record Straight' encourages growers to
participate in industry programs such as
Smartcane BMP to demonstrate these
efforts and tell their story.

“Growers have been making significant
improvements over the years to their
farming practices to improve the water
quality running out into the Great Barrier
Reef,” Dr Pickering said.

“Itis important for growers across

the state to have that support and
acknowledgement of the changes they
have made.”

8 Australian Canegrower * 14 January 2019
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Currently, more than 260 growers throughout the Wet Tropics have signed
up to the project to set the record straight by signing their own Cane
Changer Commitments.

The commitments ask growers to detail farming practices they have
changed in the past and commit to best management farming practices
into the future.

“These commitments help us to tell the grower story and show the wider
community the great work that's happening on-farm to protect the
environment,” Dr Pickering said.

“Minister Enoch's commitment was a demonstration of the Government's
support for growers and recognition of the great changes taking place
throughout the industry. It also signals that change is not just for the
grower, but that everyone has a role to play in protecting the Great Barrier
Reef."

Project Cane Changer wants to recognise all growers. To find out more
and get involved, you can head to canechanger.com or speak to your local
Smartcane BMP facilitator. B

Pictured: (left and below) CANEGROWERS Innisfail Chairman Joe Marano and
Cane Changer project leader Dr John Pickering present Queensland Minister for
Environment and the Great Barrier Reef, Leeanne Enoch, with a framed copy of the
Cane Changer Commitment she signed on Mr Marano’s farm in 2018.

In her Commitment, the Environment Minister pledged to:

+ Acknowledge the ongoing efforts of Queensland's cane
growers in improving their on-farm practices, especially
as they relate to the health of the Great Barrier Reef;

+ Recognise the important role that cane growers play for
the State of Queensland; and

«  Work collaboratively with the cane industry for a better
future, both for the industry and the environment.

From a cattle station in Charters Towers, to
over 10 years' working in the financial services
industry, Bec Assman has brought a wealth

of experience to the AustSafe Super Regional
Manager team. We caught up with her to see
how life on the road has been lately.

My background is really diverse which helps
me. After growing up on a cattle station, |
moved to Mossman and married a former
cane farmer. | have a passion for working in
Finance and Agribusiness, so | can use the
best of my banking, governance and HR skills.

| love getting out and seeing how our regional
people are doing — either on farm or in
supporting industries. | also enjoy helping
people work towards their financial goals

and assisting small business by making it
easier and streamlined for them to meet their
obligations.

Generally, I'm out on the road visiting
members and employers, and if I'm lucky
enough they will show me around their
businesses which is great because I like seeing
what matters to them. No two days are never
the same and | love it.

Bec can help employers and members of
AustSafe Super in the Far North Queensland
region north of Townsville, including the
Northern Territory (NT) and can help with
any of their super requirements. To organise
a chat with Bec, call her on 0408 706 064 or
email rassman@austsafe.com.au.

Disclaimer: This is general information only and doesn't take
into account your individual objectives, financial situation or
needs. You may wish to seek the advice of a qualified financial
planner. Please read the relevant AustSafe Super Product
Disclosure Statement before making a decision at austsafe.com.
au. Austsafe Pty Ltd ABN 96 070 528 597, AFSL 314183 is the
Trustee of AustSafe Super ABN 92 398 191503.

AustSafe
e Super e
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By Greg Beashel

QSL Managing Director and Chief
Executive Officer

SIGN UP FOR MARKET UPDATES AND QSL NEWS AT WWW.QSL.COM.AU

Marketing Choice taking shape in Mackay

As we go to print, work is progressing to finalise Marketing

Choice for Mackay growers.

The introduction of Marketing Choice

in Mackay will mean that in order to

use QSL, Mackay growers will need

to nominate us as a marketer of their
Grower's Economic Interest in Sugar (GEI
Sugar).

GEI Sugar is your share of the sugar
produced from your cane crop that you
have traditionally received payment
for, and for Mackay growers includes
both their export and domestic sugar
tonnages.

Submitting this choice and getting
started in the QSL system will involve
three key steps:

STEP 1. NOMINATE QSLAS A
MARKETER

In order to access QSL products and
services once Marketing Choice is in
place, Mackay growers will need to
formally nominate QSL as a marketer of
their GEI Sugar on the form that will be
provided.

This form will also capture the
percentage of GEI Sugar the grower
wishes to allocate to their preferred
marketer/s each season, up to three
seasons in advance.

STEP 2. SIGN A GROWER PRICING
AGREEMENT (GPA) WITH QSL

Once you've nominated QSL as a
marketer, we'll be in touch to arrange
your QSL Grower Pricing Agreement
(GPA).

This is your contract with QSL
and outlines your new marketing
arrangements with us.

It also helps us set you up in the QSL
system so that you can start to deal
directly with us for pricing and payment
services.

STEP 3. START USING YOUR QSL
DIRECT ACCOUNT

Once your GPA has been processed,
you'll be issued with your new QSL Direct
account.

This is the online account that gives you
24/7 access to QSL and key activities
including lodging your QSL pricing

and payment preferences, placing or
editing pricing orders, monitoring your
sugar deliveries, receiving information
regarding your QSL payments and
accessing a range of reports.

Your local QSL team will make sure
you're comfortable with operating
your account before you have to use
it to finalise your pricing and payment
preferences in April each year.

INFORMATION AND SUPPORT

Further details regarding the Marketing
Choice process for Mackay growers will
be released as soon as the arrangements
are finalised.

In the interim, you can find more
information about QSL Marketing Choice,
including our pricing and payment
options, through the following resources:

QSL Mackay Office:

Level 2, Mackay Canegrowers Building,
120 Wood Street,

Mackay.

Phone 4967 4618.

Mackay Grower Relationship Officer
Sonia Ball: 0418 978 120
Email: Sonia.Ball@qgsl.com.au

Website: www.gsl.com.au.
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QSL: WORKING FOR YOU

Common Marketing Choice terms and what they mean

GROWER'S ECONOMIC INTEREST
IN SUGAR, ALSO KNOWN AS GEI
SUGAR:

The sugar that the grower is paid for. This
is traditionally about two-thirds of the
sugar that's produced from their cane.

The other third is generally retained by
the miller and becomes Miller's Economic
Interest in sugar (MEI Sugar).

So the Grower's share is GEl Sugar, and
the Miller's share along with any other
sugar they produce from their own mill
farms is MEI Sugar.

MARKETING:

The act of selling the physical sugar to a
buyer, usually a refinery.

It involves negotiating the valuable
premiums that are paid above and
beyond the base sugar price set on the
ICE 11 market, and coordinating shipping
arrangements, etc.

Marketing and pricing are intertwined,
as the ICE 11 contract used to price the
sugar must correlate with the shipping
period for the sale of the physical sugar.

PRICING:

The act of securing a base price for sugar,
usually by using the ICE 11 raw sugar
market.

QSL uses this global commodity market
based in the US to price sugar on behalf
of our growers and millers for up to three
seasons in advance.

OSA (ON-SUPPLY AGREEMENT):

A contract between a miller and a
marketer (i.e. Mackay Sugar and QSL)
that details how the miller will pass on
any GEl Sugar to QSL as instructed by
their growers.

Mackay Sugar must have an OSA in place
with QSL before its growers can exercise
their right to Marketing Choice.

GEI SUGAR MARKETER
NOMINATION FORM:

The form Mackay growers will use to
nominate QSL as a marketer and allocate
a percentage of their GEl Sugar for
marketing and pricing services up to
three seasons in advance.

GROWER PRICING AGREEMENT:

The contract that a Mackay grower will
sign with QSL in order to access our
marketing and pricing services.

This will be issued to the growers by QSL
after the grower's GEI Sugar Marketer
nomination has been processed.

QSL DIRECT:

This is the online portal that Mackay
growers will use to lodge their pricing
and payment choices each season,
conduct self-managed pricing, monitor
sugar delivers and Advance payments,
receive payment statements and run
reports.

QSL Growers receive access to their QSL
Direct account once their QSL GPA is in
place.

Disclaimer: This update contains information of a general or summary nature. Information about past performance is not
an indication of future performance and nothing contained in this update should be relied upon as a representation as to
future matters. In addition, nothing in this update constitutes financial product or investment advice. Growers should seek
their own financial advice and read the full Pricing Pool Terms available at www.gsl.com.au before participating in any QSL

pricing pool or product.

Caitlin focused
on Proserpine
growers

Caitlin Davy has joined the QSL
Grower Services Team as our
dedicated Proserpine representative.
To speak with Caitlin, callin to our
Proserpine office at 88 Main Street or
call her on 0429 084 876.
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2018 Year in Review

30 4 mill ion 2018 sugarcane harvest by region
tonnes

Total sugarcane
harvested in 2018

31.4 million
tonnes

Total sugarcane
harvested in 2017

- Northern region

Mossman, Tableland, Mulgrave,
Innisfail, Tully, Herbert River

Burdekin

Central region
Proserpine, Mackay, Plane Creek

- Southern region
Bundaberg, Isis, Maryborough,

Rocky Point

42 m|”|0n 2018 total sugar ex-po:ed
3 .
tonnes 36million =R
Total sugar tonnes .
produced in 2018 109 ships
4.5 million Macka Rocky Point
tonnes 29/5/1 16/1?/18
Total sugar First district to start Last district to finish
produced in 2017 harvesting in 2018 harvesting in 2018
NSW Crop
2.0 million 1.9 million 0.2 million
tonnes tonnes tonnes’
Total sugarcane Total sugarcane Total sugar
harvested in 2018 harvested in 2017 produced in 2018
AUD $443.18/mt AUD $376.27/mt
Sugar price at Sugar price at
1st Jan 2018 31st Dec 2018
AUD $447.93/mt AUD $329.21/mt
Sugar price high Sugar price low

3rd Jan 2018 20th Aug 2018
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Drought Floods
Drought conditions were experienced across In late February and early March damaging
Queensland in 2018. Tableland, Burdekin, floodwaters inundated over half of the sugarcane
Maryborough, Isis and Bundaberg sugarcane area between Townsville and Cairns.
regions had been under drought declaration. From 11-15 October the Maryborough region

received more than 180mm of rain, accompanied
by damaging wind and hail.

& =

Fire Cyclone
Bushfires in late November devastated growers Severe Tropical Cyclone Nora delivered
in the Pioneer Valley and Blue Mountain region heavy rain to the Cassowary Coast and
who lost property, crops and possessions. Hinchinbrook Shire Council regions.

Industry issues
— » g
= y,
4 9 ~

Code of conduct Electricity prices Trade and sugar price
A review of the Code Advocating for an efficient, An Indian plan to export

recommended it be retained. sustainable and affordable subsidised sugar gutted the world

CANEGROWERS argued the power system that supports price in 2018. CANEGROWERS is
Code is an important safety net irrigated agriculture, urging the Australian government
for growers as it addresses the CANEGROWERS secured a trial to take action in the World Trade

mill/grower power imbalance of a load control tariff to collect Organisation. Australia finalised
within the sugar industry. data to help demonstrate trade agreements which open up

farmers do not impose a cost new markets for sugar exports.

burden on the network.

Noteworthy industry events

PN “*

SMARTCANE BMP "‘

Smartcane BMP Peter Sheedy retired

Herbert River manager Peter Sheedy

200/ 70y retired at the end of the 2018 season. As
0 0

one of the organisation’s longest serving
of the sugarcane area of the sugarcane area and most committed champions, we
are accredited have been benchmarked thank him for this valuable contributions

and wish him all the best for the future.

*estimate only



on farm

PLANTING

INNOVATION
SAVES TIME &
MONEY, BOOSTS SOIL

HEALTH

By Kim Kleidon

Farm practice change can be challenging but it
makes a lot of sense when there's a very real and

demonstrated benefit.

For Plane Creek grower Doug Pedersen,
many of the sustainable farming
practices used on his 140-hectare cane
farm at Koumala, south of Mackay,

were implemented by his father, Jim,
almost 20 years ago. Practices like green
harvesting, trash blanketing and a 1.8m
dual row system.

A much-loved member of the local cane-

growing community, not to mention a
former Chairman of CANEGROWERS
Mackay and CANEGROWERS
Queensland, Jim saw innovation and
sustainability as vital to a successful
farming operation.

Doug recalls his father juggling the dual
roles of industry advocate and farmer for
many years.

"He always liked farming. He liked doing
meetings too, travelling the world and
doing what he did,” Doug said. “"He liked
helping other farmers but at the end

of the day he was pretty happy on the
tractor or his dozer."

Farming for Jim began when he returned
from boarding school to work a paddock
with a team of two bullocks. Always open
to change, tractors reduced his manual
labour and by the time Doug joined his
father and grandfather on farm in 1985,
aged 19, Jim was introducing spray tanks
which are now GPS rate controlled.

When Jim died suddenly in 2007 it was
up to Doug to carry on the innovative
tradition of his father's farming practices.

Agricultural studies prepared Doug for
what lay ahead of him and he credits the
knowledge gained in college for his ability
to question everything and understand
that change should be slow.

"Steady, steady, you can't change things
overnight,” Doug said.

"When we first started doing dual row
we had at least a dozen buses come (to
the farm) because it was a whole new
thing. We had all different types of
wheels and ideas. There were people
who came from all over Queensland.

“Some have tried this and gone away
from it. I'm not saying it's the only way,
there's many practices in farming and
you can farm in any direction you like."

A member of the Plane Creek
Sustainability Group (PCS), Doug is open
to anything that reduces inputs, improves
efficiency and enhances productivity.

Like most farmers, he'll try new things
and even recycle old ideas if they can be
achieved cost effectively and maintain
soil moisture.
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“It's ever evolving.
You're always
open to new
ideas, you can't
ever say that

this is the way
it's going to be
forever.”

“It's ever evolving. You're always open
to new ideas. You can't ever say that this
is the way it's going to be forever,” Doug
said.

"We'd been doing virtually the same
thing up until 2017. Two offsettings,

a mounding, a ripping of the mound a
trimming of the mound, we plant and
that's all we do. It gets sprayed a few
times, fertilised and Confidor applied.”

OPPORTUNITY FROM ADVERSITY

Change occurred in 2017 after severe
flooding from Cyclone Debbie and a failed
plant cane crop that was sprayed out and
replaced with soybean, something Doug
hadn't grown in 15 years.

Thanks to the use of the PCS Group's
soybean planter, the fallow crop was
successfully grown, sprayed, rolled and
a single leg run through the centre of the
mound between the beans.

Without further cultivation the cane was
planted with the soybean left to rot on
the ground.

Continues on page 16 P

Pictured: (Opposite) Former CANEGROWERS
Chairman Jim Pedersen was a great believer in
innovation in farming. (Above) Doug Pedersen
has developed an innovative planting system
that incorporates soybean fallows, minimum
tillage and tractor automation.
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on farm

"Well it's always nice
to get more money
and the price is
tempting, the problem
| have is we don't
have enough water
here. If you were to
grow it to go to seed,
you're generally going
to lose the moisture in
your ground. Moisture
IS more important to
me really and we get
guaranteed nitrogen
from it."

“The result was excellent, it was just
amazing to look at the paddock,” Doug
said.

During the flooding much of the trash
blanket had been washed away and
rocks were left strewn throughout the
paddock.

“The ground was set hard. It was a good
thing having the soy on it and after we
killed the soy and rolled it down, the
ground was just beautiful, you could see
it behind the planter and the cane came
up well.”

Planting the soy directly into the trash
has been made possible with the use of a
three-row wavy disc machine, previously
owned by the local productivity services.
When sold off, the equipment became a
vital investment for Doug.

But as keen as he is to incorporate
soybean for the soil health benefits, he
won't be rushing to take the crop to seed
for market.

"Well it's always nice to get more money
and the price is tempting, the problem

| have is we don't have enough water
here,”" Doug said.

“If you were to grow it to go to seed,
you're generally going to lose the
moisture in your ground. Moisture is
more important to me really and we get
guaranteed nitrogen from it."

INNOVATION CREATES EFFICIENCIES

It seems other growers are interested
in the results from Doug's innovative
system, with Plane Creek Productivity
Services Limited (PCPSL) running a bus
tour to Doug's farm in December.

As well as the unique planting system,

visiting farmers were also very keen to
check out the automation of Doug's old
carting tractor.

Necessity is often the motivator for
invention and after slipping on a billet
one day, Doug bought the items required
to control his tractor and tipper bins via
aremote.

“| got sick of getting on and off the
tractor to go and start the tipper bin up,
my knees didn't like it," said Doug, who
often carries out planting operations with

the help of his sons Shaun and Blake. o /
“Now with the remote control system, . '. ;
the tractor is started before you get to s
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on farm

it, you have the tipper bin raised and when you come past it you just flick the
cane in, you drive away, lower it and turn it off as you're driving away from your
planter - it works really well."

The cost of purchasing and fitting the gear has already been recovered through
improved efficiency, markedly reducing planting time.

"We've lifted one to two hectares per day. Two of us used to plant 4-5ha, now
we're more like 5-6ha and | think when we really got going, we may have got a
7ha day in one day."

BENEFITS OF SUSTAINABILITY

Changing market conditions and severe weather events as experienced in the
region over the past two years, have highlighted the need for constant re-
evaluation and also reinforced the value of the sustainable practices Doug and
his father implemented over the past 20 years. Doug knows it's never just one
thing, it's a whole system.

"l can vaguely remember during drought times, when we used to burn ground
and minimum till without trash blanket, big areas used to die out and not come
back,” he said.

“We've had no rain for the entire crush and we had that failed plant cane where
| thought it was going to rain and it didn't - | don't recall that happening before.

“Once the rain came though, even dry areas recovered well. Within three weeks
it's all lush green. You can put that down to the controlled traffic, trash blanket
and how we look after it because we're into about the third or fourth rotation.

“The precision of being on GPS for eight years (also helps). Prior to GPS we
were dual row but at 1.8m your lines can move all over the place.”

Doug believes many farms could benefit from doing less to the soil. Minimum
till practices may have changed over the years but the resulting benefits remain
with a very deep zonal area under the plants, he says.

The soils across the property range from the stickiest black glue pot to sandy
loams and everything in-between. This also means a multitude of varieties are
planted - 208, 240, 183, 190 (Pachymetra - resistant) 252, and 253.

Still, Doug yearns for a new variety. “We're 'hangry’ for a Pachymetra (root rot)
resistant cane. Not since 124 (which died with rust) have we seen a new variety
that advanced us in leaps and bounds,” he said.

“The farm averages around the 80 tonnes to the hectare. This year we're down
to 70 tonnes because of the dry but that's pretty good considering we had a
cyclone the year before and the flood waters covered everything.”

“We usually harvest 8,000 tonne, this year was 7500 thousand. The sugar was
up, though, and we averaged 15.1 units of CCS."

In the future, Doug hopes to replicate the soybean paddocks planted this year if
they don't have any issues to be addressed in the soil.

“It's been a while since I've played with soil, so I'm interested to see how it goes
at harvest especially as didn't put any nitrogen on.

“We used a low pea planter to apply dunder at a low rate, which was a good
couple of hundred dollars a hectare cheaper because there was no nitrogen in
it. It paid for the bean anyway.”

Planting soybean has kept him so busy over the past two years Doug has found
little time to enjoy his favourite recreational pastime, fishing and crabbing,
which is normally a Christmas ritual. Thankfully, he managed to get the pots in
the day after we spoke. B

Pictured: Doug has installed an automated system that allows him to control his old
carting tractor and tipping bin by remote control, making his planting operations more
efficient.
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industry news

THINK SAFETY
THIS SEASON

When it comes to workplace safety, cane growers
must meet one requirement above all else, says rugby
league legend, farmer and workplace safety champion
Shane Webcke. They must take whatever precautions
are necessary to ensure they get home safely to their

loved ones at the end of each day.

Workplace safety can be a touchy subject
for many farmers and it would appear
that cane growers are no different.

"I've been told plenty of times by district
offices that if you want a sure-fire way
to get members offside, start talking

to them about workplace health and
safety,” CANEGROWERS Environment
and Sustainability Manager Matt Kealley
said.

Matt, who recently took on the new
Membership and Innovation portfolio at
CANEGROWERS, believes complacency
around farm safety often comes down to
a 'she'll be right' mentality.

“A lot of farmers think it will never
happen to them and even if something
were to happen, wellit's only themselves
they're putting at risk,” he said.

It's an attitude that Shane Webcke is all
too familiar with and one he knows from
personal experience to be untrue.

The former Brisbane, Queensland and
Australian league player knows firsthand
the trauma and long-term suffering
caused by the unexpected loss of a loved
one to a preventable workplace accident.

In 1994, Webcke's father was killed while
working with an industrial wool press - a
preventable death that Webcke has said
"ripped a hole in our family."

Now aged 45 and retired from football,
Webcke operates a grain and sheep
farm with his wife Allison and their
three children, at Leyburn, south of
Toowoomba .

When he's not on-farm, he can often
be found giving motivational speeches,
presenting the sports news on Channel
7, or advocating for better workplace
safety in his role as the Queensland
Government's Safety Ambassador - a
role he's passionate about.

Webcke says he understands the
resevations many farmers have about
engaging with workplace health and

safety, but he believes this is because
they are misunderstanding the very
simple message at its core.

"l am a farmer, so | know what they're
talking about," Webcke told Australian
Canegrower recently.

"l talk to a lot farmers about this, I've
had arguments with guys about safety,
but I've lived with what happens when
someone’s killed. Nothing makes you
change your ideas quicker than that. The
long-term ramifications are horrendous.

"However, | do understand why it gives
them the shits. My father was killed 24
years ago, so I've been talking about this
for a long time but also I've been listening
to people and I've got a very good
perspective on safety now."

Webcke believes one of the things that
has really impeded the safety message
is the "overzealousness around rules and
regulation and reporting and all the rest
of it".
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"But it's important to note also, most

of these blokes aren't subject to that
anyway," he said. "People who are
working for themselves and have no one
working for them, they don't have to
worry about any of that crap. But I'll tell
you what they do have to worry about,
it's getting home every day.

"Now I'm not talking about getting a
scratch, or this or that. If you're stupid
enough to weld or grind without glasses
or to use machinery without hearing
protection, you know what, that just
makes you a dickhead.

"Look, | am the bloke who thinks he's six
foot tall and bulletproof, I've always been
like that. But do you know what | don't do
anymore as a result of losing my dad? |
don't do things that can kill me.

"There are people killed in agriculture
every bloody day. It's the worst industry,
statistically of them all, mining included.
Yet we have this cavalier attitude and
glaze over about safety.

"l often make the comment when I'm
talking about safety - do what you want
to do but understand this, if you get it
wrong and it goes badly enough wrong
what's going to happen?

"I'm not just talking about killing
yourself. What about putting yourself in
a wheelchair, incapacitate yourself, who
looks after your family? Who deals with
that? I'll tell you who deals with it, your
family does."

Webcke says it is the family members
left behind who pay the biggest price
when a love one is killed at work, often as
aresult of taking unnecessary risks.

"Safety is about not hurting the people
you care about.

"My dad was killed in an accident where
he did take a risk and he did get killed.

"He knew there was something wrong
and yet he still took the view that the
worst-case scenario wouldn't happen.
Let me tell you what happens then.

"A few years after the accident ... that
immediate emotion goes away, then
you start to think 'you know what,

I've suffered all this pain and hurt and
our family, we don't have our dad, my
kids don't have their grandfather, and
why? Because my father took a risk. He
actually chose to do it.'

"And then for the years that go past we
have to live with the 'what-ifs'. What if
dad had just not done that? What if he'd
chosen to do something different? What
if he'd not taken the risk? He'd still be
here and we wouldn't have suffered.

"Blokes who are chock full of bravado
and think safety is all bullshit, they don't
think about what their kids and their
family might be thinking about them
later on down the track if the wort case
scenario happens.

"When | think about it, | don't want my
family to have to exist under that. | don't
want them having to think about that, so
I'm doing it for them." ®
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industry news

Policy Update

Environment with Matt Kealley

Industry with Burn Ashburner

Predictions for 2019

Strong focus on the health of the Great Barrier Reef

Given the drought, the public interest in climate change and
the upcoming Federal Election, the focus on the GBR will

still create some challenges for our growers. Fortunately, our
engagement in Smartcane BMP and reef programs, as reported
by Cane to Coast, demonstrates our commitment to action.

Reef Regulations are coming

The Queensland Government will be looking to finalise its
latest revision of the reef regulations and push these through
parliament in the next three to six months. For growers in the
Southern Region, this means regulations will be activated in
two years. For other districts, nutrient management plans and
practices to manage sediment loss will be added to the current
regulations. CANEGROWERS will continue its opposition to
reef regulations.

Climate change considerations

According to a report released by the Bureau of Meteorology
and CSIRO, Australia has already warmed by 1 degree since
records were first kept in 1910 and oceans around Australia
seem to be warming. Climate change is being taken more
seriously, with the Climate of the Nation report this year
showing the number of Australians concerned about it had
reached a five-year high.

Federal Election

The Federal Election will be held before May and it is sure

to focus on environmental issues including energy, climate
change, the Great Barrier Reef and water. CANEGROWERS will
be reviewing policies and election asks.

Vegetation management politics

The politics on the vegetation management laws that were
introduced in May 2018 will intensify given the bushfires that
devastated communities in Queensland late last year. A 2018
Queensland Bushfires Review is being undertaken by the
Inspector-General Emergency Management.

The Great Barrier Reef Foundation funding
Applications for a $20 million first phase closed in December
2018. CANEGROWERS was involved in a new

Cane Changer proposal and was part of the QFF
- ReefAlliance project. Stakeholders will hear
: about these grants in February 2019.

Sustainable sugar
2020 is the year that many end-users
of sugar want to source 100% of their
/ sugar from sustainable sources. This will
¢ intensify in 2019 and CANEGROWERS
has been working through Smartcane
BMP to meet this challenge. B

Hopes and expectations for 2019

2018 has flashed by and as we start 2019 with the usual hope
for the best, it might be useful to summarise some of the issues
and expectations for the year.

Adoption

The differing levels of productivity between growers with
similar growing conditions remains an issue. A large part of this
disparity is considered to be different levels of adoption of best
management practice. One way to increase adoption is through
extension. Extension is offered by numerous players and is
different in each district.

My hope is that with the SRA Adoption Strategy, regional
strategies will mature and there will be recognition by both
government and industry that the significant investment in
adoption can be leveraged if they work together. This will
not happen without significant cooperation and effort and
CANEGROWERS has a vital role to play in this process.

Transport

Access to the road network for agricultural vehicles is a critical
and ongoing issue, particularly as the sugarcane industry
operates in regions with increasing urbanisation and population
growth. This year will see the introduction of the National Class
1 Agricultural Vehicle Exemption Notice. The permitting system
will be taken back by the National Heavy Vehicle Regulator.

My expectation is that this will give growers the same (or
slightly improved) access to the road network in a more
understandable format and that the permitting system will be
improved. This will allow growers to more easily understand
and comply with the regulations.

Cane Burning

Burning is still a vital tool for some growers. The current
notice which allows burning of cane, tops and trash without an
individual permit is under review. There have also been some
unfortunate incidents with cane fire in the last few years.

My expectation is that there will be an updated notice with
conditions which will improve safety.

Bio-futures
Sugarcane is still an efficient producer of
biomass and potential feedstock for a / \

multitude of products. Although a longer-term |
issue, bio-futures is a realistic expectation for
additional value-add to sugarcane. The trick

is to find something viable which growers can
benefit from.

My hope is that clear options become
available, along with investors, and
the industry can work together to
see a more certain future for all. B
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Industry Spotlight

Warren Males

CANEGROWERS Head
Economics

The marketing
provisions of the Code
will only apply if the
marketing provisions
in the Queensland
Sugar Industry Act
1999 are repealed and
then only if sugarcane
growers and the mill
operator they supply
cannot agree to the
terms of a cane supply
agreement.

CODE OF CONDUCT

PROMOTES COMPETITION IN SUGAR MARKETING

That the Sugar Industry Code of Conduct is to remain in place, subject
to further review in four years, is good news for the start of the new

year.

Established in 2017, the Code of Conduct
does several very important things.

1. Itrequires growers and millers
involved in contract negotiations to
deal with each other in good faith
and without intimidation.

2. ltallows growers and millers to
reach agreement on whatever terms
they choose.

3. It provides for arbitration to deal
with any deadlocks in negotiations.

4. ltrecognises that growers face a
price risk and enables growers and
millers to determine the pathway to
market for their respective shares of
the sugar produced should they wish
to do so.

The marketing provisions of the Code will
only apply if the marketing provisions in
the Queensland Sugar Industry Act 1999
are repealed and then only if sugarcane
growers and the mill operator they
supply cannot agree to the terms of a
cane supply agreement.

While the Code requires negotiations

to be conducted in good faith and
provides for arbitration as a circuit
breaker for deadlocks, it does not put any
restrictions on what is discussed or what
an agreed outcome should look like.

« ltdoes not prescribe or proscribe any
outcomes to contract negotiations.

» It does not prescribe how the grower
or mill economic interest in sugar
should be calculated.

« It does not prescribe how any
disputes should be settled or what
the terms of any contract should be.

Industry Spotlight sponsored by Smartcane BMP

The Code was a unanimous
recommendation of the multi-party
Senate Rural and Regional Affairs
Committee, chaired by ALP Senator
Glenn Sterle, in 2015. The Committee
recommended a code to address the
imbalance in market power between
sugarcane growers and sugar mill
operators.

In that same year, the federal
government's Sugar Industry Code of
Conduct Taskforce found that the Code
would promote competition in sugar
marketing.

During last year's review, the Australian
Competition and Consumer Commission
(ACCC) supported the Code saying that
it is an appropriate vehicle to address
the imbalance in market power between
growers and millers.

The ACCC even suggested that the
Code be strengthened so it could seek
penalties or issue infringement notices
for breaches of the Code.

With the Code's retention, growers

can move into 2019 with confidence

to choose the sugar marketing and
pricing options that best suit their farm
business, family circumstances and risk
profiles. ®
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industry news

Membership Engagement and Innovation

It's important that we not only recognise new technology and innovation and the products and services
that they create, but that we also have the skills required to integrate them into our organisation's
future, says Matt Kealley - CANEGROWERS newly appointed Membership Engagement and Innovation
Manager.

The school bell
tolled the end of the
lunchtime cricket
game at Falls Road
Primary School. It
was coming into
summer in the hills
/ of Perth, Western
Australia, 1983.

I was in Year 5 and the year was almost
over. It had been eventful with the Ash
Wednesday bushfires in South Australia,
the election of Bob Hawke as Prime
Minister and Australia winning the
Americas Cup yacht race. But all those
significant events weren't as memorable
as my first rendezvous with a personal
computer in the school library — the
Australian-built MicroBee.

With its distinctive bee logo, green screen
and two-tone beige casing, it had a
whopping 64kB of RAM and a floppy disc
drive. The MicroBee was something of a
novelty. | thought it was amazing and while
you could do some basic word processing, |
mostly used it to play games.

My dad, being quite a lover of new
technology bought one for home and

so began my journey into the world of
personal computing. The power that
computer had on my thinking was
profound. | could play games (of course,
what 10-year-old boy wouldn't want

to do that), but | could also use basic
programming to create pictures and
even compose music, which to me was
incredible. | wasn't really interested how
the computer worked - just what | could
do with it.

Sadly, MicroBee computers wound up in
1990 but the advancement of technology
used in homes, schools and businesses
continued to grow and it is now part of our
everyday lives.

In this modern age, where we all seemed
to be labelled, | fall into the Generation X
category (1965-1982) and the term digital
immigrant is sometime used to describe

"Central fo the
role is better
understanding
our member’s
needs,
motivations
and
challenges.
What will
growers need
in 10 years and
how do we
plan for these
needs?"

microbee

how my generation moved into the digital
age. People born after 1982 (Generation Y
and Z) have grown up with computers, the
internet and smart phones. Technology is
changing all the time, with connectivity
through the Internet of Things, machine
learning and artificial intelligence now
interwoven in our day-to-day activities.

In my mind, this is where | see some of
the challenges and opportunities for
CANEGROWERS.

It's important that we not only recognised
new technology and innovation and the
products and services that they create,

but that we also have the skills required

to integrate these into our organisation’s
future. Looking ahead 10 years, over 50%
of the workforce will be Gen Y and Z. What
will they want from CANEGROWERS?

In my new role for Membership
Engagement and Innovation, | have been
asked to lead our membership engagement
strategy, build partnerships and help forge
new ideas and innovative ways to support
CANEGROWERS vision of a secure and
profitable future for cane growers.

Central to the role is better understanding
our members' needs motivations and
challenges. What will growers need in 10
years and how do we plan for these needs?
| think it's about listening and asking
questions, having a sense of curiosity, an
open mind to new ideas and sometimes
challenging the thinking. It's about
acknowledging our foundation, respecting
legacy, but recognising change will happen
and knowing that to go far we must go
together.

Like technology, we are building on the
information and strategies we already have
to improve our membership outcomes and
value.

| look forward to sharing this as it develops
and getting your ideas and insights. After
all, we exist to support your interests. B

22 Australian Canegrower * 14 January 2019



FIRST 5 LINES FREE* FOR CANEGROWERS MEMBERS!
Book online anytime of the day or night at www.canegrowers.
com.au or email us at ads@CANEGROWERS.com.au

Next deadline is 21 January 2019.

* As a FREE service to CANEGROWERS members, Australian Canegrower will print
suitable classified advertisements UP TO 5 LINES FREE, FOR ONE ISSUE ONLY.

A charge of $5. 50 will apply for each extra line or part thereof. A charge will apply for
advertising of non-cane growing activities. Advertisements must relate exclusively to

cane farming activities, e.g. farm machinery etc. Advertisements from non-members
are charged at $11 per line incl GST. Only pre-paid ads will be accepted.

Cdﬂe //arvesfer

Graham Twyford
Machinery Sales Pty Ltd

Specialising in Used Cane
Harvesting Equipment Sales

2013 John Deere 3520 Track Harvester,

5,545 machine hours. New engine
1,000 Hrs ago. Very straight machine.

2012 John Deere 3520 Wheel
Harvester, JD 9 Litre engine, 8 blade
chopper system.

2008 John Deere 3510 Wheel
machine, JD 8.1 Litre engine, 4,200
hrs remanufactured engine. 10 blade
chopper.

2005 CAMECO 3510 Wheel Harvester,
JD 8.1 Litre engine, 3,500 Hrs. SAI
chopper motor conversion 8 blade

chopper.

Mossman-Tully

Howard 100" Hoe & Crumble Roller $11,000,
Howard 80" Ripper Hoe & Crumble Roller
$5,000. 12x1" Spring Tyne Grubber $300,
JD 6630 4WD 18.4.38 Rears, Air Cab, Power
Quad, Cat 2 Quick hitch, Hydraulic Arm
$70,000. H.B.M Billet Planter, Wide Elevator
& 2 x 100L Austral Tanks, Stainless Steel
Fertiliser Boxes $15,000. ALL O.N.O Plus
GST. Ph: 0419 988 158.

2010 Case 180 IH Puma coupled to a 14
tonne Carta Tipper. 2009 John Deere 7630
40km transmission articulated tractor with
14 tonne Carta Tipper. Tully area. Ph: 0418
181646.

1997 CASE Track Harvester Komatsu

325 HP engine 6,000 hrs. 15" x 8 blade,

electric cab.

1995 CAMECO Track Harvester 325 HP
CAT engine 1,500 hrs rebuilt engine.
Very good condition for age.
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HEEEEERN
JOHNNY FARMING COMPANY

New Hydraulic Heavy Duty
OEESES &&=

3 metre width, 28 discs,
All bath bearings
$12,000 plus GST ($13,200 incl GST) Other
size offsets available are 1.8m, 2.2m, 2.5m,
3m & 3.4metres.

3 point linkage offsets available also

New Heavy Duty
SIFASHERS

2.1 metres width $3,300 incl GST
Other sizes available are 1.2m, 1.5m & 1.8m

Johnny Farming Company
Phone (07) 4952 2577 or 0412 535 887 (John)
or 0407 638 674 (Andrew)

133 Schmidtke Road Mackay Qld 4740

E

Side Tippers BSM. Single axle units.
23x1x26 tyres. One fitted with New
Holland TS115A.

CASE 7700 pump drive gearbox.
Complete with eaton and vane pumps.
2006 model.

Fiat 640 High clearance on 38 inch rear
tyres. $9,900 incl GST. Ph: 0429 660 238.

Herbert River-Burdekin

Vicon Spreader, 12 ft Roller. Ph: 0429 136
399.
Bonel B60 24 plate offsets. Heavy Duty.
VGC. Disc 80%. POA. Ph: 4777 3181 after
7pm.

CANETEC PUMP BOX
Complete 4 outlets

NEW! BILLET PLANTER 2500
Rubber belt cane feed.
Immediate delivery.

2x TOFT 7 tonne Hi-Lift side tipping
trailers. Remote hydraulic's.
23x1x30 tyres on single axles.

McLean three quarter tracks. 6 roller
good condition. Suit CASE 8000 or
Cameco 3510- JD 3520/570.

Whole Toppers 2 x CASE as new one is
complete.

NEW! 4 SLAT OPEN BUTT ROLLERS
Suit JD 3510/20 and CASE.
Helps Drop Dirt. Enquire NOW!

IN STOCK NOW 12, 10, 8 & 6 BLADE
DIFFERENTIAL CHOPPER DRUMS

Suit ‘05 Cameco to JD 570. Tungsten
hard faced on wear areas. New seal
plates, clamping bars & dowels with kit.

Graham Twyford
48 Central Park Drive, Paget, Mackay
Mobile: +61 (0) 418 742 696
graham@gtmachinerysales.com.au
www.gtmachinerysales.com.au

Tippers 6t Toyotal983 and 2.5 t Isuzu
1986. 12ft steel bodies. EDBRO Hoists. No
Registration. Both run drive and tip OK.
$3,000 each incl. GST. Ph: 0417 070 844.
Austoft Billet planter, double disc planter
with 2x 300 litre spray tanks and hydraulic
speed control on feed belt $15,000 + GST.
Ph: 0437 550 811.

Mackay-Proserpine

12T self-propelled 6x6 elev infielder VGC. 6t
side/tipper on Leyland tandem GC. Don Mizzi
741 model on Fiat 750 special turbo plus
MF102 half-tracks to suit. Celli Tiger spike
hoe, 2.5m wide with hydraulic crumble roller
and oil cooler - VGC. 0438 606 578 (Mackay)

SUPERIOR OIL BATH BEARINGS
kits available for off-set disc harrows
to suit International 3-5, 3-4, Bonel,
Napier and other brands.
Tillage Discs available in all shapes
and sizes (Boron steel)

CLage ) PH: 07 4095 5050
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New Holland TSTI0A 4WD, 110hp, 16 Fwd
& Rev Gears, Semi Powershift, 2005 Build,
$44,000 Inc.,, KUBOTA M135X-DC 4WD,
135hp, 16 Fwd & Rev Gears, Semi Powershift,
2012 Build, $44,000 Inc. Ph: 0418 788 643.
Parts available for Howard AR & AH Rotary
Hoes from $50 to $500. AR 80" Howard
Rotary Hoe fully reconditioned,
galvanised doors and gear box panel, good
blades $6,600. Other fully reconditioned AR
& AH Rotary hoes also available in different
sizes. Ph: 49595883 or 0407 643 441.

new

703.

STL SHARES wanted. Genuine grower. Pay
market price. Ph: 0407 567 825.

Looking for STL shares to purchase. Willing
to buy at current market rates. Please phone
0401896 999.

Wanting to buy SUGAR TERMINAL LIMITED
shares. Market rates apply and I'll pay for any
transfer costs. Please call me on 0459 108
193.

STL Shares. Pay market price, no brokerage
cost. Ph: 0408 448 227.

2016 Case 8800 Track Machine, 2200 Hours,
EHS 8 Blade Choppers, GPS, and more. Very
tidy machine. Ph: 0428 182 464.

305 Massey Ferguson Cane Harvester.
Soybean Planter with disc openers. Ph: 07
4959 6197.

Case 2015 8800 track harvester; shredder
topper;  hydraulic  adjustable fronts;
adjustable inside spirals; balance valve;
tungsten on shoes; floating side walls &
basecutters; modified rollers; 10 blade Fagg
choppers; solid chopper stubs; Glenella
Engineering taper locks on chopper gears;
Blackey bisalloy elevator floors; Borron
flights greasing system; electrical primary
extractor hood stops. Isuzu 1989 FVR series
service truck fitted with a 4400lt diesel tank
with electric pump & meter; 3 hose reels
for oil with air operated pumps; air grease
pump; Swager hoses & fittings. RWC. Track
transporter; 2 x 6t side tippers; V10 Mercedes
motor; Robot running gear. In good condition.
Ph: 0427 617 807.

Bundaberg-Rocky Point

Spray coup model 3640 Manual transmission
18m boom 3230 hours. Good working
condition $22,000 + GST. Ph: 0477 704 134.
6T side tipper on Austin truck, $6,000 + GST,
Trash incorporator, s/steel worm & plastic
bin, $13,500 + GST, Grubber $1,200 + GST.
Other implements available also. Ph: 0419
577 110.

TVT155 New Holland and 14 ton Carta Bin.
180 CASE PUMA and 14 ton Corridinni Bin.
3 row belt spreader (Fertiliser/Manure). Ph:
0428 937 164 or email bunearth@bigpond.
net.au.

Hilder Bulk Potato digger, heaps of spares
$10,000 ONO + GST. Acco 1910A V8 petrol
runs well no Rego $3,000 ONO + GST.
McKay Potato Sorter with Bin Tipper $5,000
ONO + GST. Ph: 0409 632 656.

Wanted

2nd Hand Cambridge Roller or flange type
roller any condition. Ph: Des on 0417 709

Rainfall Report

Recorded rainfall (mm)

Location 7 days to 9am
07.01.19

Mossman 5 0
Mareeba AP 1 0
Cairns 7 0
Mt Sophia 9 0
Babinda 0 0
Innisfail 14 0
Tully 1 0
Cardwell 3 0
Lucinda 3 0
Ingham 2 0
Abergowrie 1 0
Townsville 2 0
Ayr DPI 0 0
Proserpine 15 0
Mirani 2 0
Mackay 1 0
Sarina (Plane Ck) 3 0
Bundaberg 1 0
Childers South 2 0
Maryborough 5 0
Tewantin 1 0
Eumundi 2 0
Nambour 12 0
Woongoolba 0 0
Murwillumbah 2 0
Ballina 0 0
Woodburn 0 0

rology’s Commercial Weather Services Unit.

Work Wanted

Cane harvester operator 7700 and doing
farm jobs. Can do maintenance and repairs
on farm machines. For the crushing season
2019 well experienced, worked in Mackay
in 2012 during the harvest season operating
harvester and farm machines. Ph: +230-
57523057.

Property

GLEN ISLA Cane Farms - Tightly Held Area.
Approx* 334.82 acres in 8 FH titles with
fertile alluvial soils. 2 equip irrig bores, mains
& hydrants, 190ML allocation. Qlder style

brought to you by AustSafe Super

Average rainfall (mm)

Year to date
January

450
203
385
503
633
504
598
435
372
372
335
269
210
297
326
278
362
172
125
163
218
228
230
164
198
179
142
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The industry super
fund for rural and

<4 regional Australia

0 rain or no report was sent. These rainfall figures are subject to verification and may be updated later. Weather forecasts,
lages and other information for the farming community can be accessed on www.bom.gov.au. Weather report provided by

24 Australian Canegrower * 14 January 2019


http://www.bom.gov.au
http://www.bom.gov.au

home. Motivated Vendors looking to retire.
Ph: Gary Johns 0427 241250.
HOMEBUSH/OAKENDEN Cane Farm for sale
Mackay region. 100t/ha 5 year average 57
ha property. Fully laser levelled farm with a
large bore & underground water mains. Block
has 2 deeds 90 acre and 50 acre which can be
sold separately. This year's crop, machinery
shed with 3 phase power and water, tractor,
irrigation winch, some implements and tail
water pit pump included in sale. Siding on
boundary, great soil, no rocks. Ph: Andrew
0428 597 324.

Cane farm PROSERPINE 199 hectares total
155 hectares under cane. 2018 crop 10500
ton approx. 495megs of water. 2x hardhoses
and half of the farm is flood irrigated. Farm
comes with machinery. 3 houses; main house
fully airconed with pool. Ph: 0400 794 857.
Cane farm Tarakan Road ABERGOWRIE 270
acres freehold Genuine enquiries pls. Ph: 07

4777 4633 or 0408 608 664.

Tropical Paradise Cane Farm/Equestrian

Training Property, 96 acres 6kms to PORT Wanta electronic version of Australian
DOUGLAS. All farmable land, 70 acres g::rrlf‘gi;grz\:;er delivered to your email inbox every
producing quality cane, 25 acres set up for To receive your free electronic copy, email us on:
horses. Easy farm to maintain. Ph: Mandy editor@CANEGROWERS.com.au

0408 880 724.

CANEGROWERS
INSURANCE

,

&
N

ACCESS THE BEST CANE-SPECIFIC COVER ON THE MARKET

Queensland is a beautiful place to live, but it can also be volatile and unpredictable.
Making sure you have the right insurance cover is so important.

Get the right cover No fees for members We come to you Help to lodge claims
CANEGROWERS Insurance As a membership service, CANEGROWERS Insurance If something goes wrong and
brokers have access to a range no broking fees apply for brokers will visit you on farmto  you need to report a claim, we
of insurers to provide you with CANEGROWERS members. talk over your insurance needs.  are here to assist you during the
the most competitive cover. claims process.

Call CANEGROWERS Insurance today to discover how WE CAN HELP YOU!

CANEGROWERS Insurance is a Corporate Authorised Representative (CAR No 429264) for National Adviser Services Pty Ltd t/as Community Broker Network | ABN 60 069 916 184 | AFSL 233750.
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