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QQueennsssllaanndd'ss ssuuggaarrccaannee ggrroowweerrrsss hhhaaavveee cccooonssiiisstteenntttlllyyy dddeeemmmoooonnstratteedd aa ssttrroonngg ccoommmmiittmmennt ttoo 
iiimmmppprrrooovvviiinnnggg fffaarrmm pprraaaccttiiices ffoorr bboth pprroodduuccttiivviittyy aannnndddd ssustainaaabbiiilliittyy.. CCAANNEEGGRROOWWEERRSS ssuuppppoorrttss  
efffforts too undeerssttannddd and, wwhheerre neecceessssaaarrryy, bbbeetttter mmmmaaannaaggee tthhee iinntteerraaccttiioonn bbeettwweeeenn ffaarrmmiinngg,, 
wwwaatteerr qquuaalliittyy iinn GGrreeatt BBaarrrrieerr RReeeeeeeffff  ccccaatttcchhmments aaannddd tthhhe hheeaalltthh ooff eeccoossyysstteemmss  iinn tthhee RReeeeeefff lllaaggoooonnn.

BBuut goovvernmennt ttarrrggggeeeetttsss fffor RReeeef waattteeerrr qqquuaalliittyy aanndd tthhee ffaarrrmmm ppprraacctttiicccee ccrriitteeerriiiaaa aanndd rreepppoorrting 
mmeethhoodddsss iinnnvvvvooollvvveedddd hhaaaveee ssett ggrroowwwerrs up fforr ffailluurre..

SSSooommmmee oooff tthhe mmaajjoor flflflflflaaawws underppinnninngg ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt poolliicies, pprrooggrraammmss aaannnddd ttaaarrgggeettsss ffoorr  
wwaatteer qquuaalliiitttyyy aarre listedd hherre. TTThhessee aarreee  tthheee ppeerrnniicciioouuss aanndd ppeerrssiisstteenntt  mmmyytthhhss ttthhhaatt ooffffffeennnddd 
CCAANNEEGGGGRROOOWWEERRSS aand its memmbers aand ssuubbjjeecctt tthhee iinndduussttrryy ttooo iinnncrrreeaaassinnngg leeevvvelsss ooofff rrreeggguuullaattiiooonn...

MMYYYTTTHHH 111:::  ""WWWWee aarreee on theee ssaammee ppaaaggee aabbboooutt 
wwwwhhhaattt iiissss ‘bbeeessst pppraacttiiccee’’""

BBBBBUUUUUUSSSSTTTTTEEEEEDDDDD::: IIf f ononlylyly!! HoHow w ththee FeFedederaral anannddd QuQueeeensslandnd 
gogovevernrnmementnts s wawantnt ggrorowewersrs tto o mamananagege nnnututririenentsts,, oror ooththereer 
asaspepectcts s ofof ffararmimingng,, isis ddefiefinened d unundeded r r ththeieir r PaPaddddocock k totot RReeef f 
momodedelllliningg prprogograram.m. TThihis s prprogograram’m’s s crcrititereriaia fffororo ddefiefinin ngng ppraractctticici e e
ststanandadardrds s araree ofoftetenn atat oodddds s wiw thth wwhahat t ththhee ininduduststryry ddefiefinenees s asas 
bebestst ppraractcticice,e, aas s dedescscriribebedd inin tthehe SSmamartrtcacanene BBMPMP ppprorogrgramam wwhihichchh  
isis bbasaseded oonn scscieiencnce,e, iincncn luludidingng aagrgrononomomicic rreseseaearcrch h unundedertrtakakkenen bby y 
SuSugagarr ReReseseararchch AAusustrtralaliaia iinn cocollllababororatatioionn wiwithth ggrorowewersrs.

FoForr exexamamplple,e, SSmamartrtcacac nene BBMPMP rreqequiuireres s grgrowowerere s s totoo uusese tthehe SSIXIX 
EAEASYSY SSTETEPSPS ((6E6ES)S) pprorogrgramam fforor eeststtimimmattatiningg ththee nunutrtrt ieientnt nneeeeeedsdsds 
ofof ttheheirir ccrorop,p, wwitith h anany y rerefinfinememenent t t ofoof tthihiss toto bbe e babasesedd onon lleaeae ff
ananalalysysisis,, ststriripp trtriaialsls oor r guguididanancece iinn SRSRA’A’ss 6E6ESS totooololbobox.x.

HoHowewewevevev r,r, ttoo ququalalifify y fofor r bebestst ppraractcticice e (B(B statandndarard)d) iiin n n ththeee PaPaP ddddococo k k k
toto RReeeef f prprogograram,m, aa ggrorowewer r neneededss toto uusese nnititrorogegeg n n (N(N)) raratetess dedeririveved d
frfromom tthehe BBlolockck YYieieldld mmetetthohod.d. TTThihis s memeananss ususiningg NN rarateteess ththt atat aarere 
upup tto o 3030% % bebbelolow w ininduduststryry bbesest t prprracaca titicece 66ESES.

ThThereree isis nno o evevididenencece tto o susupppporortt ususe e ofof tthehe BBlolockck YYieieldld mmetethohodd
byby ggrorowewersrs.. QuQuititte e ththee opoppopoosisitete.. A A rerececentnt CCANANEGEGROROWEWERSRS 
analysis ffouo ndndd tthehereree wwououldld bbe e huhugege ccosoststs tto o grgrowowerers s anand d reregigionnonalala  
ecece onomies from widespreaeadd adaddopopo titionon oof f ththisis BB sstatandndarardd prpracactiticece 
for ninitrrogo en management.

ThThThee QuQuQueeeeeee nsnslandd GGGovvverernmnmenent t bababaseses dd its jujusts ifiificacatitionon fforor the 
adadddididititiononalal 22201011999 rereeguguugulallaatitttionons ononono tthehe iimpmpacaactt t ofofo tthehe BBlock YYieeldd 
memem ththodod ooonnn wawawateteter r ququalalitity y (w(w(whihihihilelee aaaassssssssumumuumu ininngg it wwouo ldld nnototot aaffeffectc  
yiyieleld!d!).). HHowoweveverer, , ththee FeFeF deded rarall GoGovevernrnmemeentnnt aaalsslsooo ususu eses tthehee BB 
prpracactiticece sstatandndn arard d asass ttthehehe oooututcocomemem rreqeqe uiuirereeddd frfromomo iitsts rreeeef ff ininincececentntivive ee
prprogograramsms.. ThThisis iincncluludedes s thththeee prprprojojecectstst ccururrerentntlylyll bbeieingng ffunundededd oror 
coconsnsididerereded bbby y y ththeee GrGrG eaeat t BaBaB rrrrieier r ReReR efef FFououndnddatatioion,n,n oonn bebeb hahaalflflf oof ff ththe e e
FeFedederaral l GoGovevernrnmementnt..

ThThisis lleaeadsds oonn totoo tthehe nnexexext tt mymymythth………

MMMYYYTTTHHH 222:::  ""IIttt  iiss aalllll aabbbooouutt ttthhheeee 
QQQuuueeeeeennnsslllaannnddd GGGoooovvveeerrnnmmmeeennnttt""

BBBBBUUUUUSSSSSTTTTTEEEEEEDDDDD:::: WeWWe wwwisisish!h!h! TTThehehe FFFedede erre alalal aaandnnd 
QuQuueee nsnn laaandndnd ggovovoverere nmnmnmenentstss arere pppararrtntnnererers ss iinin ttthhehe 
ReReR efeff 22205505000 LoLoongngng-TT-Terererm mm SuSuSuststaiia naabibb lilitytyt PPPlalaan, whihih chchh 
isis ttheheeirir ssstrtrt atata egege y y fofof r rr prprprotottececctiitingg aaandndd mmanananagagaginnngg ththe ee
GrGreaeat tt BaBarrrrieier r ReReefeff.. AlAlA ll ththhe e popopoliicic eseses andndd pprororogrrg amamams s
frfromom bbototh hh levevelsls ooof ff gogog vevernrnrnmemem ntt aarere bbbasseded oon n
ththisis pplalan,n, iincncluludid ngngg tthehe rregegulululatatioionsnsn iimpmpososeded 
byby tthehehe QQQueueenenensslanandd GoGoG vevernrnmementn . Inn ffacact,t tthehe 
rerrececeentntlylyy uupdpddatatateded RReeeef f PlPlP ana incncncluludedes s ththe e fofollllowowiningg
ststatatememmenent t t asas oonenene oooff thththe ee kekeey y y acachihievevevemememenentstst oof f ththt isiss 
FeFedederaraal-l-l StStatate e papartrtrtnenen rsrshihip:p

“O“On n n 1 1 DeDeececec mbmbm erer 220101019,99, nnnewew QQQueueenenslslanand d
reregugulalal titionnons s cacamemme iintnto o effeffeffececect tt tototo eenhnhnhanana cece wwataterere  
ququalalititity y ououtctcomomomeses bbyy y tatackckcklilil ngngg aaallllll llananand-d-d-babaseses d d d
sosoururceces s ofofo wwwataterer ppololollulul titiionon ttooo ththhee ReReefeff.”.”.

BoBoB thth llevevelels s ofof gggovoverernmnmenent t hahah vevev aalslsoo seseet tt a a tatargrgrgetett 
ofof:: “9“90%0%% oof f agaggriricucultlttururalal llanana d d ininn ppririororitity yy arareaeae s s
mamananageged d ususiningg bebeststs mmananagaggemememenent tt prprp acactiticece fforor 
wawateterr ququq alalitity y ououtctcomomeses”.”.

FoFor r r grgrgrowowerers,s, tthihis s rereququirireses tthehe BBB sstatandndarrard dd inni  
PaPaPadddddocock k toto RReeeef,ff, ii.e.e. . thtthe e BlBlocock k YiYieleldd mememethththodod fffoorrr 
ninitrtrogogenen rratateses eexpxpplalaininneded iinnn MyMyM ththt 111..

ItIt iiss hahardrd tto o ovovererststatatee ththt ee lelevevel l ofof ccrorosssss--
gog vevernrnmeeentnt pppololititicicalal aandndd bbburureaeaucucraraatititt c c 
investment in ththee exexisistit ngng RReeeeeff plplanans s s anand d popop lililicicic esees..
Consequently, there is strong reresiiststanancecec tttoooo
any yy quqquqq esestioning of the rationale, soundness s oror 
effeffe ececece titititiveveveneenenenessssssss ooof ff thtttt e plp ans and policies. This is a 
grgreaeaeat t t shshhamamamee e gigigiveveen n thhthe e ininninteteteteeetetentntnt oof our questioning 
isiss ttto o mamamakekek ttthehee ppplalal nnn ananand dd itititss popopoolililicicicieseses mmmmororrorore ee crcrc ededdibible 
annand d rereelelelevavavantntnt ttooo grgrg owowerererss.s
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MMYYTHH 3:  """WWWWWWWWWWWWWWWaaaaaaaaaattttttttttteeeeeeerrrrrr   qqqqqqqqqquuuuuuuaaaalllllllllliiittyy rreeporrtt ccaarrdds aarreeeee 
representativvvveeeeeeeee ooooooofffffff ggggggrrrrrroooooowwwwwwwers’ effffoorrtts"

BBUUSSTTEEDD::  NoNot t sosoooo! ! ThThT ee asassusumpmptitiononons and calculations behind these 
rerepoportrt ccarardsds aarere ccoommmpplplp exex aandnd mmududdydy ((iffif yyyou will forgive the pun),
whwhicichh issis ppererhahaapsps ooonnenee oof f tht e e reasa ons whwhy y ththt e quality y ofof ttheh  report’s
grapphics aare nnot mmata cched by the level ofof ggrororowers’ regard for the report’s 
messages.

One of the many isssusuese  with these report carards is the relatively small 
data set on which ththeey rely. It uses quests ionnaiirere responses on fertilisiserr 
rates, yields, etc. frfromom growers who (1) have beenn involved in a recent 
reef-funded d projecect t (r(repe orting is a condition of succhh prp ojects), and (2) 
hahaveve made someme rrele evevant change in farm practice asasaas a result of that
prprprojojo ecect.t.

ThTThisis mmeaeansns thahahattt annny y chhchanangege iinn prpraca tiice for a reggioion,n aandnd tthe 
cocorrrresespopondndn ining g momoodedelllllededd eeffeffectc  on prp ogreresss towarrdsds rreeeee ff water ququality 
gogoalalss, iis s babasesed d onono aa rrelelativi ely smsmaall nuumbmber off grg owers anandd only 
on recennnnttttt prprp acaca titicece cchhangn eses.. IfIf tthehe ggrorower hahadd imimprprovoved aa pppractice 
seses veeerarrall yeyeeeaaraa s s bebebeefoforerehahandnd, , suuchch aass ususing thee 6E6ES S prprogograramm ooror hhavaviningg
grgrgrgrg ououndndndcocovevvvev r r duduud riringng tthehee ffalallolow w pepeririodod,, tht atat ddattaa wooululdd non t ququualalify fof r
inininininii cllcclcclusususuu ioion.n. TTThehehhhh rrreaeasosonsns fforor tthihis arare e cocompmpleleex x bubut t rerelalate tto o whhenenn tthe rrepeporrt t
cacac rdrd ssetets s itittsss nooomimmim nanaal l babaseselilinene oof f prpracactiticece sstatandndarardsds for each reregig onon.

ItIt iiss inin iindndusususstttrtrtttry’y’s s inininteetett rer stst ttoo geget t rereliliabablee ddatataa ininintoto theesese ssysysttemsms, , bubut t 
firrst wweee nen ededd tto o hahavevve cccononfidfidfi enene cecee tthahat t ththe e rerepoportrtingg syyststeme pproropeperlrlr y y 
considdereerrs ss thththeee meeririt tt ofofo pprar ctcticiceses fforor bbototh h wawateer r ququala ity y and prprofiofit,t aandndnd 
thththht atatta tthehehee wwwattere qquauauaualiiliilitytyttttt ttarara gegegetststs aarere ccononsis ststenent t wiwith aannn ececonnomomicicallyy 
viviabablelele iiiindnddddusussu trtrt y.yy WWWe e e hahaveve sssseeeeeenn thththatat iitsts ppraractcticice e frframameweworork k fofor nun trientnt 
mamananagegememeentntntn iis sss spppuruurioooioiousus.. WhWhhatata aabob ut tthehe wwataterr qquaualilityty ttargegetss??

ThThhisis lleaeadsdss ooon n tototo theh nexxtt mymythth……

MMMMYYYYTTTTTHHHH 4444::::  ““““TTTTThhhhhheeeeeeee wwwwwwwaaaaaatttttteeerrrr qqqqqqquuuuuuaaaallliiiiiitttyyyyyyyyyy  
ttaarrgggggeeeeeeeeeeettttttttttttttssssssssssssss aaaaaaaarrrrrrrreeeeeeeee rrrrrrrrrrrreeeeeeeeeaaaaaaaallllliiiiiiissssssstttttttiiiiiicccccc  aaaaaaannnnnnndddddd 
ssseennsibbllee””

BBUUUSSSSTTEEDD:  OffOff-t-tarara gegeet!t! A reae lil stttsticicicc tttarargeget t 

is defifineneneddd asa  one wwhihichch you cann ssennensis blyy
expect to acachihieve e.e TThehe FFFFedde ereralala aandndd SSStatatatete 
governmentnn ssss wawaw ntnt an 80880% %% reedud ctcctioionnn
in the amount of ddisissososoolvlvlveded inoorgrgananicic 
nin trrogo en that t leaves farmsmmsmm . BuBB t ththere e isis 
no roaadmmapap for how thisss cacan n bebe sssenennsisis blbly y y
achieved. The sugag rcrcane induudustststryry ttakaka eses 
all the pressure for this target but hhhasasa  
never been consulted about what sort of
reduction is practically achievable while 
keeping a viable indusu trry.y.

Also missing froom the discs usu sionn iis a a 
measurree of the bennefiefit t toto insn hohorere mmararinine e
ecosystems ffroom m any rereduduceced d lolosss oof f DIDINN
frfrom fararmsms. For exexamamplple,e, wwhahat t ifif wwee gegett
half-wwayay ttowowaardsds tthehe tarargeget t – wiwillll wwe e ses e e
aa prpropopororttiononalal iimpmprorovevemementnt iinn ththee hehealalthth 
or rececovovery ratete oof f ininnener r shshororee rereefefs?s? 
OrOr aarere tthehe cclalaimimeded bennefiefitss oof dedeclclinininingg
didiscschahargrgee ofof DDININ fforor tthehe iinnnner rreeeef f jujustst aa 
popossssibibili itty y ththatat ccanannonott bebe eexpxpreresssseded aass a a
seseririeses oof f ststatatisistit cal prp obabili itties?s?

WWWWWHHHHHAAAAAATTTTTT  IIISSSS CCAAAAAANNEEEGGGGGRRRRRROOOOOOWWWWWWEEEERRRRRSSSSS DDDDOOOOOIINNNNNNGGGGGG TTTTTTTOOOOOO GGGGGGEEEEEETTTTT TTTTTHHHHHHEEEEEESSSEEEE IIIISSSSSSSSSSUUEESS SSOORTTEEDD??
333333 CACACANENEGRGRRG OWOWERE S SS isis ddememanndidingng tthahat t ththee FeFedederaral anandd StStatatee gogog vevernrnmementn s s unundededertrr aka e an urgent review,, with 

ini dud sttryry,, of theeh irir RRRRReeeeeef f WaWaW teter r QuQualalitity y PlPlanan iincncluludidingng the Padaddodockck to o ReReefef aanndnd RReport Caardr  programs. The practice 
frframamewewooro kss aandnd wwwatata erere qquaualilityty ttarargegetsts mmust t bebe eevivideded ncnce--bababasesesedd ananand prpracactiticacac l,l, ssoo tht at growers will not be eexpected 
totot ssuffufferer ecooc noomimiiic c c lololossssesese . . AnAndd ththereree mumustst bbe e a fafairir aandnddd ccomomprprehehhenennsisisivevev ssysyssysyy tttetem m fofff r recognising and rer portinng 
grgrgrowowowerers’s’ achhieieveveememem ntntn s.s.

333 IfIf tthihis s s rerrer vview iiss nonnot t unundeded rtrtakaakenen dduru inngg ththe e firfirsts mmononthths s ofof 2202021,1, CCANANEGEGROROWEWERSRSRSRS wwwilill dedd velop its ownn strategy 
fofofof r r wawatetet rr qualalitittyyy, withh rreaealiliststicic, inindudustryyy-s-spepeeecicificfic ttararrrgeg ts aandd a fair anndd cocompmprerehehensnsivivive reporting syysts emm based on 
ououo rr SmSmarartcannee BMBMBB P P progograram.m

333 CACCANENEGRGRG OWWERERS S isis iinsnsistitingng tthahat t anany y nenew w onon-g-groroununu dd wawater r ququalalitity prprojecctsts fununded dd byby tthehe FFededdederererala oor StS ate 
GoGovevernmeentnts s hahaveve lococalal ggroror wew rs aaas ss fufullll partit cipapantnts.s.

333 CAC NEGROWOWERERS S isi  calallilingng ffor aann ovovererhahaulul ooff bbothth, (1(1)) ththe e sysyststemem fforor managa ing anndd scscrurutitininisisingng wwatata erer qquaau lilityy 
research,, anand d (2)))) ththhthe e sysysyntnthehesisiss anandd cocommmmununicicatatioionn prprp occesess s bybyb wwhihichch tthehe ccomo binened d rereseseararchch ooututpuputstststs iiinflnfln ueuencncn e 
governmentntnt ppololo icicy y anndd prprogogo raramsmss.


